Proudly dressed in their caps and gowns,
seniors from both Division Avenue High
School and General Douglas MacArthur
High School entered the David S. Mack
Sports and Exhibition Complex at Hofstra
University on June 22 as they prepared
to close the chapter on their high school
careers and open a new one to the future.

Family and friends filled the complex as
central and building administrators, board
members, keynote speakers, and invited
guests took their spots on stage before the
graduates.

Division Avenue High School Principal
John Coscia reflected on the school’s core
values of pride, honor and commitment
and how the graduates embody all three.
MacArthur High School Principal Joseph
Sheehan expressed how proud he was and
what an honor it was to grow beside them
for the past four years.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tonie

MacArthur High School’s Class of 2019 p,routlly
accepted their diplomas during the school’s
commencement ceremony.
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McDonald challenged the graduates to
never stop learning, embrace every new
opportunity and be the best version
of themselves. “Learning is a lifelong
process,” she told them. “As you go
through life, please look for opportunities
to learn something new.”

She also recognized a handful of
graduates from each school who would
be entering the military. The students
received a standing ovation from everyone
in the complex and Dr. McDonald wished
them all to come back home safe.

Levittown alumni and Hall of Fame
inductees Thomas Hutchinson, Division
Avenue High School valedictorian from
the Class of 1990, and James Chenevey
Jr., a Levittown Memorial High School
graduate, returned as keynote speakers
for the ceremonies. Mr. Hutchinson
spoke during Division Avenue’s ceremony
about the keys to happiness. He told
students that “progress equals happiness”
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(From left) Division Avenue graduates Britney Cardenas,
Alex Byrne and Natalie Baquet received their diplomas.

and encouraged them to “find your why
and feed it daily” and to “be grateful,
always leave your mark and to believe.”
Speaking to MacArthur graduates, Mr.
Chenevey, currently the CEO of Earthlite
Inc., encouraged the seniors to “practice
being patient, be open to other ideas

and cultures, always look to help others,
express gratitude every day, seek leadership
opportunities and network.”

The graduates also heard from their
respective valedictorians, salutatorians and
class presidents, who each reflected on
their school experiences and projected life
lessons onto their fellow peers, as well as
from Board of Education President Peggy
Marenghi.
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Program Scholar and an
Advanced Placement Scholar
with Distinction. Sean was
involved in the National
Honor Society, Math Honor
Society, DECA, Mathletes,
Science Olympiad team,
Physics Olympics team and
varsity basketball team.
Through these organizations,
he showcased his leadership
abilities and made a positive
impact on his fellow peers.
Sean will attend Cornell
University and major in
computer engineering.

Michael Adams:
Salutatorian

Michael served as a
class officer in his junior
and senior year. As a junior,
he was recognized by the
Long Island chapter of the
American Chemical Society
for his outstanding scholastic
achievement in high
school chemistry and was
designated an AP Scholar
with Distinction. He was also
a member of the National
Honor Society, Math Honor
Society, Tri-M Music Honor
Society, Physics Olympics
team, Peer Leaders and
DECA. Michael maintained
high honor roll status and
put his studies first, enrolling
in 21 honors and Advanced
Placement courses. He
played the tenor saxophone
in the school’s marching
band, jazz band and all-
district band. Michael will
attend Boston College, where
he plans on studying biology.
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Development, a first for
MacArthur. He was involved
in the school’s Tri-M Music
Honor Society, was first chair
cellist in the school orchestra,
and was accepted into
several regional orchestras.
Saajid served as president

of the Math Honor Society
and treasurer of the National
Honor Society and was a
member of the Science
Olympiad, Mathletes and
Nassau County All-Star
Mathletes teams. He will
attend Stony Brook University
to study theoretical physics.

Hannah Kilmetis:
Salutatorian

Hannah was an Advanced
Placement Scholar with
Distinction and served her
peers well as president of the
National Honor Society and
Tri-M Music Honor Society.
Hannah was also a member
of the peer leadership club,
Math Honor Society, World
Language Honor Society
and Science Olympiad team,
where she medaled in several
events. This past fall, Hannah
proudly helped lead the
district’s Levittown Education
Against Destructive Decisions
Fair as a student marshal
and was a member of the
homecoming court. Hannah
was the second chair cellist
in the school’s orchestra and
plays for the Nassau Pops
Symphony Orchestra. She
plans to attend Vermont
University, where she will
study veterinary science.
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MacArthur High School’s Class of 2019 celebrated the end of

their high school careers during their commencement ceremony.
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