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From Ms. Hend|

To our Gardiners' Parents, * Acquisition of academic vo-
cabulary - this will help our
As we begin to look for- children as they read more
ward to our next school year, complex informational texts
our teachers have been workinc and prepare for the language
hard to prepare for the changes used in the assessments
ahead based upon the Commor they encounter.
Core Standards. Each grade
has just completed a unit of Our district is working
study that encompasses the tirelessly to provide adminis-
basic tenets of these Standards trators and teachers with the
that are shared throughout the training and tools required to
preponderance of states in our implement instruction that re-
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lum shifts for English Lan- During the course of next year,
guage Arts include: we will plan workshops for par-
ents to keep you informed

* A stronger level of text com-
plexity

* A greater ratio of nonfiction
reading, specifically in elemen-
tary school, fifty percent of Based upon the quality
the books your children will be of our faculty, and the ongoing
exposed to will be in this genre. support we receive from our

* Emphasis on literacybased  parents, we are confident our
practices in planning for con-  students will thrive!

tent area instruction

* Focus on textbased evidence
* Writing in three primary gen-
res- narrative, persuasive and
informational using a variety of
sources

about how these methodologies
are impacting on classroom
instruction.

With best regards,
Susan Hendler

Dear Parents:

If you are inter-
ested in participating ir
any PTA committees qr
events for next year

please see Ms. Xenigs

or Ms. Casey. They wijll
provide you with infor-
mation, procedures ang
directions for all chai
positions.

age



General Music/Instrumental Music/Chorus i
Mr. E. Martinez, Mrs. L. Koski

Mr. Martinez: Vocal and of Gardiners!) on Monday, Apr preparing the students for

Instrumental Musicfi 30! Students have been busa 5A a i NKROG adzaAi O b
¢ KAa Y2y uK discussing the cello in prepar: Students who go that evening
music class, students were lucltion. will be able to sign up for the
enough to play keyboards! W instruments they would like to
learned how to find middle C Instrumental/Fifth play at school next year!
how to improvise USing a pente Grade Chorus: INSTRUMENTS of 1ii ORCHESTRA
tonic scale (the one used in J All beginning instrumen-

pan that we had spoken about tal students should be at leas
gKAES o6 O10Z { uptopage fifteen in theiAccent

| R | [ AGGE S onAchievemenmethod books! =
chords for accompaniment, an
finally, performing a song witt Our Band members are

every finger of the right hancbusy preparing for the Levittowr
6aWAy3ItS . Sttt a Memorial Day Parade on Ma
28, as well as our Spring Conce
We also learned somon May 24 at Salk Middle
very silly songs in honor of ApiSchool. Fifth Grade Chorus st
C22f Qa 5 &z Aydents have nearly mastere The beginner string play-
{ LI IKSOTGAZE & a their Spring Concert selectioniers are working on their note
h@SNJ G§KS hOSI y which will feature two foreign reading, playing songs based on
Ay GKS . dzO1 S Zlanguages! lthe D scale. Some have started
songs about bananas! working on eighth note rhythms!
Fifth grade students will The orchestra students are pre-
Gardiners Avenue is e)begin work on their graduatior paring for the Spring Concert,
cited to be hosting a visit fron song very soon!  RRAY3I dReéyl YAOEE
world-renowned cellist Stepha . . ing (changing the volunte
nie Winters (who is a graduat Mrs. Koski: General Music, |o,der or softer). We are always
Strings, and 3rd & 4th Grade working for good tone and play-

Chorus & ing in tune!
In April, the kindergarten
students sang and played th The Third and Fourth

game The Farmer in the Del Graqe chorus is making great .
¢KSy UKsSe fAaLlpggress on their Spring Conce
version of that song and com ., sicl We are working on end-
pared it to the one they learned ing our words together putting

The first graders started study ihe final consonants on the cor-

ing the instruments of the Or-ect peat, by watching the con-
chestra, using the music &feter q,,ctor1  Some soloists have

and the Wolf aNB ® ‘hoon selected for the special
ond grade classes started stud g yRAYI 27 2 dzNJ 2

C
ing the families of instruments 5 4 v | 3i & ¢ H
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Physical Education i Ms. R. Casey, Mr. Gattus

K-5  Students have been prac
ticing the skill of striking. Variou
lead up games utilizing a tee ar
different thickness bats are be
ing used to help the
younger students develop skil
in this areaOlder students have
been practicing their striking
hitting, grounding, catching an

throwing skills. Punch ball, sof

ball, big base kickball and line u

are some of the team lead up
games being implemented.

K-2 students havebeen in-

volved in parachute activities.
Grades & have been involved
in the game of Poison. Both ac
tivities are used to promote
cooperation, problem  solv-
ing and teambuilding.

Reading o Mrs. R. Metzger, Ms. K. Quinlan, Mrs. K. Early,
Mrs. Goldstein, Ms. Aramini

The month of April may picture in their mind to create about what the letters mean,
bring showers for May flowers understanding. One strateg they are guided by their teach-
but the month also broughtsuch as thinlpair-share includes ers to Survey, Question, Rea
much anticipation and preparatwo or more students working Recite and Review. With read
tion for our state ELA examstogether to recall story eventsing passages they preview the
Each grade diligently took thiThis strategy can be used as
opportunity during guided read- pre-activity for reading, proble
ing to focus on strategies thasolving and a follovup activity.
would help support student suc Students become active partic
cess on the exams. pants with this reading strategy.

Get more out of what you read with

SURVEY Qu

The use of fiction anc
nonfiction stories encouragec ,
students to always pay close a Think Share
tention to detail and to ask I/"’@ﬁ\l _
jdzSadAzyad ¢KS[\_ & / Pair @ text, actively search for answers
what , where, when and why C}} M ' and make notes, become famil-
adzLJL2 NI &G dzRSy L 1iar with headings and sub head
ar2y o0& Sylofa 'ings, survey what will be read,
study the illustrations, write
down questions ( they learn to
be curious), write down unfa-
When ? Whet Another strategy that miliar vocabulary, read, recite
2 supports comprehension antand record answers, and finall
vocabulary is the SQ3R. Thou review all information and or-
ohg |«—|Whe students may not at first think ganize. To help the student
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Reading o continued

with organization they useproblems occur and go back to &elp them for test taking, but to
many different types of graphicsentence or paragraph and readearn to enjoy reading and to get
organizers. Many of them arat again. Students like to predicthe most out of all their reading
whimsical and inviting and en-and confirm as they are encourexperiences. It is no wonder
gage the student to think. aged to think about what maythat our students always seem

happen next. to be so eager and enthusiastic

Students also learn when it comes to their reading.

when reading independently to Throughout the month of Hats off to our teachers who al-
cross check by asking themt LINA f = DI NRAYSHEHR& A ! ARy diBK [GiS | DR |
aSt gSasz a52Sa érKnavk beér tgadhing SugdentSiaké reading meaningful and
They learn to reread whenimportant strategies not only to fun.

Speech-Language Therapy in Mrs. S.Weller, Mr. R. Ognibene

Activities in  speech skills. Receptive and expressive vo-
language therapy this month in cabularies have been targeted
cluded: using conversational star through categorization tasks and lan-
ers, discussing home activities guage gamesArticulation skills have
events, reading paragraphs also been targeted using various
stories/poems, telling stories ant games and activities. While partici-
discussing upcoming plans. Su pating, students were encouraged to
activities provided the opportunity monitor their own productions and
for students to master speecl to seltcorrect to aid in the carryover
sounds, grammar and narrative of speech skills to other situations.

SPEECH
THERAPY
IN
PROGRESS

Art A Ms. K. Fuoco

Celebrate the arrival of SPRING FLOWERGfdes KR Abstract Watercolor Design/
spring with art activities that willWe use this project to reinforceCONNECT THE D@Iiades &5
bring out creativity in Art for athe difference between long andStudents followed step by step
Sensational Springtudents find short and between small andinstructions creating a design
all the ingredients for sunny lesbig. Students discuss what typeasing different types of lines.
sons in the Art room. Spring is af flowers are beginning toStudents used black crayon to
season that beckons young artbloom. If Students trace theircreate a wax outline which
ists to adorn their classroomshands in a tight position, theformed different shapes that
with handmade creations. Flowflower will resemble a tulip. Stu-were painted in with water-
ers and other signs of spring fillents are encouraged to drawcolor paint. The black crayon
school hallways. In the springletail on the leaves of the flow-makes it a lot easier to keep the
students start to creativelyers. watercolor paint in the lines.
bloom.
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Art 1 Ms. K. Fuoco

CONNECT
THE DOTY

DOTS oN PAPER
# STUDENTS CONNECTED THE DOTS

STUDENTS uSED THEIR
.INA(:!NATION T0 MAKE PICTURES

Kindergarten i Ms. J. Margolis, Ms. M. Bergersen, Ms. M. Boneillo
Ms. J. Minogue, Ms. G. Kreutzberg

Spring is a time in Kinde
garten when we see so muc
growth in our children. We havg
made it through the alphabe
and the children are now sound
ing words out and beginning t
write in sentences. They are us- &
ing ending punctuation marks, Using the Envisions Mat
capital letters to begin sen-Program which teaches to th
tences and leaving spaces besore curriculum, the childre
tween words. They havehave been writing number se
learned many sight words, wordences through 19 as well a
families, beginning, middle andmaking and reading graphs!
ending sounds as well as di-
graphs and they are reading as Science has found Kin- Spring is just an excitin
well as writing! dergarteners studying life cyclesime in Kindergarten!

= ===z We are planting and are waiting
“wwd for our caterpillars. We have
;‘-@ just received eggs which wi
_—___ hatch into live chicks!

all had our Smartboards in
stalled and we are able to teac

math, sight words, word families
and show an actual butterfly,
emerging from a chrysalis!

And, of course, we hav{
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First Grade n Ms. P. Caputo, Ms. D. Ruppert, Ms. S. Phelan,
Ms. E. Cariddi, Ms. J. Donnelly

The first grade childrer During math we haveof the SmartBoards has moti-

had a busy and exciting month been developing a better undervated and engaged our young
standing of whole number rela mathematicians.

Through the use oitionships and place value incluc
shared and guided reading thing grouping in tens and ones. W\ We look forward to the
OKAf RNBYy Q& f A 1have also started measuremenwarmer weather and to watch-
shown incredible growth. A:The use of the interactive nature ing our first graders develop into
fluency continues to develoy lifelong learners.
the children are building stam
ina and can now enjoy mor
complex stories. The childre
are using higher level skills t
discuss the inferential under
tones of these beginning chay
ter books. This increased flt
ency allows them to independ
ently read nonfiction text ir
the content areas.

Second Grade il Ms.V. Netti, Ms. A Poulos, Ms. J. Schadt,
Dr. M. Nakelski, Ms. S. Bartlein

We kicked off April withled to a classroom discussioabout what they saw in their
Autism Awareness Week. Ouabout tolerance and the accepiminds.

second graders were introducedi I Yy OS 2 F | f f OKAf RNByQa RATTFS
to autism through the readences. April also began with a
aloud entitledMy Brother Char- fun, interactive math assembly
lie by Holly Robinson Peete and In reading, the studentsOl f f SR d&a! NAGKYS{.

Ryan Elizabeth Peete. The bodlne-tuned their use of the skil
of visualization. While listening
to various texts, the childre
were encouraged to Create &= \
aYSydlt Y2gASEnns l
their minds. These Iimages===2=
helped to deepen their under-— =%
standing of the story. They therstudent volunteers from the au-
demonstrated this skill by utiliz-dience had the opportunity to
ing many different organizersplay math games while their

HOLLY . } L )
ROBINSON PEETE In addition to the visualizationfriends cheered them on. A

R drawings, the students wrotegreat time was had by all. In the
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Second Grade i continued

classroom, our second graders The children were ex-a specific number of syllables i
focused on the concept ofcited to learn about the solareach line. They then share
money. The students weresystem particularly after attend-their original springtime poems
aided in the recogniton ofAy 3 | LINBE @A 2 dzaAlthioygh €Aprib wvasS 4  biie
coins and dollars through thesembly. They worked in groupsnonth, it was a fun and produc
use of manipulatives. They alsand recorded interesting factstive period for our second grad
were asked to identify theabout each planet.  The stuers.
value of each coin and to countlents were given time to read

on to find the total amount of an assortment of books, mage m
their coin collection. In addi-zine articles, and online rep——
tion, they added and sub-sources which helped the
tracted various amounts ofgather key points about theil
money. assigned planet. .'

ferent forms of poetry. They)
enjoyed their experience in writ{#
ing one form of poetry callec
Haiku. A Haiku poem is a thre
line poem about nature that has

Third Grade A Ms. D. Dunn, Ms.T.Vining,
Ms. D. Furlong, Ms. N. Alt, Ms. P. Porr

After a relaxing springwere tested on their reading Spring is here and so are
vacation with our families, ourcomprehension, listening andour painted lady butterflies!
third graders returned to schoolnote-taking skills, as well as thei©Our third graders are excited to
ready to shine on the NYS EL#bility to write short and ex-welcome new baby caterpillars
and Mathematics Exams. The&nded responses to literature.into our classroom. In our
ELA consisted of three consecurhe Math exam also consisted oftudy of living things, children
tive days of testing for ninetythree consecutive days of test-
minutes per day. Studentdng for ninety minutes per day.
Students were tested on thei
i L ability to compute accurately a

‘ well as solve multistep problem
in accordance with the thir
grade curriculum. We are s
proud of the hard work an
dedication our students dis
played during the two weeks
testing.
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Third Grade i continued

their pocket for poetry in your
pocket week. Children learned
various forms of poetry and
wrote their own poems. The
children learned many strate-
gies that they can use in their
own writing.

learned about organisms and the
differences between plant and
animal cells. In our study of life-
cycles, students learned how liv-
ing things grow and change. Our
third graders are excited to ob-
serve the complete metamorpho-
sis of the painted lady butterflies!

In Social Studies, stu-
dents learned about the United
States. Students learned about
= the different regions of the US,
: Bogp\@rmment, holidays, tradi-

“wiun tions and customs. This will lay
by Chris Van Allsburg anthe ' the framework as we begin our
Lorax by Dr. Seuss. Studen . study of countries around the
wrote a response to literature In honor of poetry month, world.

detailing the lessons learnedhe students were immersed in

from these stories and ways wevarious types of poetry. Students April was a busy, excit-
can help keep our Earth clean foenjoyed selecting their favoriteing month of learning for our
future generations. poems to memorize and keep irthird graders!

In celebration of Eart
Day, students discussed the in®
portance of taking care of ous
9F NI K GKNRdIAK |
literature such aslust A Dream:]

FourthGrade nMs. B. Mel tzer, Ms. A.
Ms. D. Dunleavy, Ms. K. Ulmschneider, Ms. C. Penna

Students in fourth grade In Language Arts, stumath, classes have been work-
have had a very busy month durdents have been continuing toing on measurement, graphing
ing the month of April in all areasuse their reading strategies andind word problems. Students

skills to comprehend a variety ohave collected data, and cre-

Classes developed th&4texts independently, in smallated and analyzed line graphs,

IANI RS odzf £ SGAY groudd didREholedohassAsgtting@pictbgraphs and bar graphs to
2F / KI N} Ol SNE ¢ Serfeaspedificoskillg Inat LdASdeprésénStheir information. In
character traits that they possesshave been working on are Auaddition, students have been

0K2NXDA& t dzN1J2 a S Teviewihghaff concédS Hearned/ R

Supporting Details. Classes hawnce the beginning of the
prepared for the New York Stateschool year, in preparation for
ELA exam and students were corthe State Math Assessment.
™ fident when faced with the as-
| sessment. In Social Studies, stu-
dents have continued to learn
In the content area of about Westward Expansion and
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Fourth Grade i continued

how it affected New York Hising on various Spring writingpoetry in preparation for our
tory, the Industrial Revolutionprojects, such as persuasive egoetry in Your Pocket event.
and the Erie Canal. These unitays, narrative writing and

have helped to show the stu-

dents how this period in time -{moScnmﬁi:j-
helped to shape the great state =
that New York has become.

Classes have been WOI’|@ \ﬂ

Fifth Grade i1 Ms.A. Fermature, Ms. N. Corron, Mr. J. Centonze,
Ms.T. Lynch, Ms. C. Falcone, Ms. M. Madigan

Fifth graders have beenas regrouping fractions, longpoems, reflective pieces, tech
reading Novels. April was filleddivision and multiplication, cir-niques for writing a conclusiv
with Cricket in Times Squareles, percentages, ratios, practsummary in literature and non
GKAOK g1 & al Ol &Rwor yproufethd, Qé&netry/fictipn and they explored how to
author study of Jerry Spinellformulas and protractor use ( alinterpret works from other lands
novels¢Loserand Crashwas im- in anticipation of the NYS Mathsuch as fables.

plemented | test).
Then the chil qk’ ‘1 I

dren chose thei
own books an(

¢t KS OKAf R
studies included learning aboy
lLatin America, Canada, Eq
Rights, World War Two, tht
Roaring Twenties and the Gre:
Depression. They have also pa
ticipated in an introduction to
Of dzo & ¢ big busidedsaand the stock ma
sions. Along ket.
with  Goose-
Mixed-up [VWEENETS April was the start of the
The Mixed up Mystery Matter ESP kit and th

Files of

Mrs. Basil E. : —
Fggnkwé/hvelﬂer Files of Mrs. meaning of scientific procedurs

Basil _Frank-and how to test for unknowns in
weiler, Number the Starsand a controlled experiment. The In health classes the dis

various other novels, there wasvater cycle, erosion, land formsgcussions were about makin
also leveled reading in groups. volcanoes and ecosystems wergood choices in life with regard

also studied. to your body, friends and free
During math, there was a time. There was a Get A Voic
heavy emphasis on such topics The children exploredanti-bullying assembly as well.
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Gardiners gazette

Articles written by and for our students

Waking Up in
Another Country
Jocelyn Garofale
Grade 3

If | woke up in a dif-
ferent country and no one
understood me, | would try
to communicate by using
sign | anguage
want to do that, then you
could try to find sand, find a
stick and draw pictures.

You could also try to find a
map and try to talk to them,
but they might not under-
stand you. You could look
for the closest phone and
call a family member, or
even call a friend. It would
be bad if you woke up in a
different country and no one
knew what you said; it
would be scary too! Do you
know what you would do?

Helping Someone in Need
by Karalyn Gilly Grade 5

It is good to go out of your way to help someone in need. |
really love to go to the city but get sad when | see homeless and paor
people on the streets. Last time | went to New York City with my dad
to see a wrestling event at Madison :
Square Garden, | went out of my wa
to help someone. We were walking LA\l § 3 )
around the blocks when we saw a § {"J[] Wil

poor pelrsbn obf tBelsidelvhlievittd o
puppy in his handHe had a bucket d 0 i?
with a little bit of money in it next to Pl
him. We went up to him and gave hi
a couple of dollars, then we walked
the cornerand | decided that we
should go back. We came back to t
guy with the puppy and gave him
more money to be nice He really
appreciated it and said, "Thank you." | said, "Your welcome," and smiled
at him. It made me feel good to do something nice for someone and to
go out of my way to help someone less fortunate. If everyone went out
of their way to help someone in need, there would be less needy peo-
ple in the world and be a happier place for everyone. :)

My Favorite Day
Nicholas Logozze Grade 3

If I could spend the day doing anything | want, | would go to
Disney. Disney is my favorite place to visit.

| would visit all the parks, like the Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Hol-
lywood Studios and the Animal Kingdom. | would ride as many rides
as | could. Then, I would go to the Polynesian Hotel. At the Polyne-
sian Hotel | would go to the arcade, the pool and restaurants. |
would rent.a room and play video games and watch movies. At night
| would go to the Contemporary Resort and watch the fireworks out-
side.

As you can see, if | could spend the day doing anything | want, |
would have a lot of fun.

Pagel0
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Gardiners gazette

Articles written by and for our students

Thoughts on Being
An Only Child
Vladimir Rudnick Grade 4
d 10611 be your tour
ng tlogmoapg
ing an only child be-
cause if | had siblings

Traveling Inside aVolcano
By Ryan ConwayGrade 4

Wel c o me! Il &m Ryan an
today. Today wedOre goli
Now, take your last breath of fresh air. Inside a vol-
cano the temperature rises very quickly. So, be sure

you are wearing loose fitting clothes. Is everybody| we woul dng ~ Iuiidind | g
. J ely
ready? Here we gooooo0o! many vacations that

Minute OF I |
we have gone on. My,
If you listen carefully, you can hear lava boilingiamily has gone to Dis
If you inhale through your nose, it may smell as if ney, Long Beach Is-
somet hing is burning. Blahdl, the Hafgtdnd) Arizanal Galiforriar
you touch the walls, although I suggest ybo n, 6t = New Orleans. We also take a lot of car

youdl |l be fascinated by uipstewashingtbnyD.@, usstatd ety t
ar e. That 06s because i nsYort&nd@onne&itutt@visiofamily, dnd s
degrees Fahrenheit. A n dGreatoWoi€ Lodgé. ff thereOnere habies in
you, youdll see somet hi ngrfdmiyane migH Kakeso stay hknge a
liquiddt hat 6 s magma. R e me mhakd caré ¢f thém! l¥migathelhard 46 taked

spouts. They can ruin any tour quickly! babies or little kids on airplanes and long

car trips. When we go on vacation we like
Pt@ do to ariusement garks. You Have to be
uta certain height to get on the rides little
tki da nvlo nl § tu spued I d byl ea m,

Now, hereds t he 0dgetting
back out of the volcano. We get out by riding a spa
of | ava. I f 1 dm correc

goé. . NOW! WOOOOAAAAAH
Try to land on your feet. (Also, please note that we

are not responsible for any injuries that you may re-

All right
folks, the tour is
now over. Have you
noticed the tempera
ture has dropped?
Have you also no-
ticed the change in
the air?
that fun? Enjoy the
rest of your day.
Good-bye!

I

Ha it o Bikcbviard Eble in Florida. You

have to be able a certain age to swim with
the dolphins and do the diving bell. Little
kids arendt all owed

Another reason | like being an only
child is because if there is a baby in the
house, my parents would pay attention to
the baby all the time. | would have to find
things to do on my own. But being an only
child, my parents can play games with me.
We also like to cook dinner together, like
P2 aandteessh 0 t

These are the reasons | like being a
only child. My family is perfect just the way
it is!
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Gardiners gazette

Articles written by and for our students

Volunteer Opportunity

Wally Browm Grade 4 o
| have heard of many things one can volun|§ =z

teer for but, my most favorit e-athdaml : llunt
Itlwas fun because it gave my an opportunity to raise money for the Slt..J.ude St Jude Childrens
pital. | thought the Matfathon booklet was fun to do. It was full of activities al Research Hospital
equations. Also the booklet tells you about some of the patients at St. Jude. Ten-
joyed taking my time to help this cause.
Getting Ready for Middle School
Samantha SenreGrade 5

Now that I dm in my |l ast year of el ementary s«
going to middle school and a l|little excited too.
el ementary school . They taught me so much and |

miss Mr. Gattus and Mrs. Casey, the ones who kept everyone fit and healthy. Also Mr. Martinez, who
taught us how to play musical instruments, lots of fun songs, and all about music. Mrs. Fuoco, who taught

everyone how to draw artistically and Mrs. Hill\
miss them all.
The one thing that 1 6dm nervous

of them are going to different| mi

Illlbhllhhh| mi ddl e school I 61 | be meeting |[dif

Middle looking forward to meeting new kids and making friends with them.
School And | know there will be times| |
But | also know not to treat them
same to me.
|l dm not that nervous abouamebestobedullibdul Il & e a av e
bullied before, but thatodés what o0get a voice i S
how to stand up for others when bullied. | know I will never be alone in middle school. My teachers and
friends wil/ al ways have my back. So you shoul c

ferent, the more alike they are.

| have heard about middle school from other people, and they tell me that6 ade wasnodt
at all. The schedule is different from the way we do things in elementary school. Instead, y@ehags
and when one period is over, the bell rings and you go to the next period. Each period is a different class

and a different subject. But 1 dm sure 1061l catct
my teachers and parents wil/l be proud of me. | f
upset at mysel f. I 611l just |l earn from my mist ak

me through it.

I dondét think Middle school wi | | be a scary |
ally I will overcome them. And | will try to quickly adapt to the new changes in my new school. Middle
school is a responsible place but | know | am ready for it. Elementary school helped me prepare for middle
school so now | am confident.
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