
 From Ms. Hendlerõs Desk... 

To our Gardiners' Parents, 
 
 As we begin to look for-
ward to our next school year, 
our teachers have been working 
hard to prepare for the changes 
ahead based upon the Common 
Core Standards.  Each grade 
has just completed a unit of 
study that encompasses the 
basic tenets of these Standards 
that are shared throughout the 
preponderance of states in our 
country. Some of these curricu-
lum shifts for English Lan-
guage Arts include: 
 
* A stronger level of text com-
plexity 
* A greater ratio of nonfiction 
reading, specifically in elemen-
tary school, fifty percent of   
the books your children will be 
exposed to will be in this genre. 
* Emphasis on literacy-based 
practices in planning for con-
tent area instruction 
* Focus on text-based evidence 
* Writing in three primary gen-
res - narrative, persuasive and 
informational using a variety of 
sources 

* Acquisition of academic vo-
cabulary - this will help our 
children as they read more 
complex informational texts 
and prepare for the language 
used in the assessments 
they encounter. 
 
 Our district is working 
tirelessly to provide adminis-
trators and teachers with the 
training and tools required to 
implement instruction that re-
flects each of the above areas. 
During the course of next year, 
we will plan workshops for par-
ents to keep you informed 
about how these methodologies 
are impacting on classroom 
instruction.  
 
 Based upon the quality 
of our faculty, and the ongoing 
support we receive from our 
parents, we are confident our 
students will thrive! 
 
  
 With best regards, 
 Susan Hendler 
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Dear Parents: 
 If you are inter-
ested in participating in 
any PTA committees or 
events for next year, 
please see Ms. Xenios 
or Ms. Casey.  They will 
provide you with infor-
mation, procedures and 
directions for all chair 
positions. 



Mr. Martinez:   Vocal and  

Instrumental Musicñ 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ aǊΦ aΩǎ 
music class, students were lucky 
enough to play keyboards! We 
learned how to find middle C, 
how to improvise using a penta-
tonic scale (the one used in Ja-
pan that we had spoken about a 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŀŎƪύΣ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƻ άaŀǊȅ 
IŀŘ ŀ [ƛǘǘƭŜ [ŀƳōΣέ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ 
chords for accompaniment, and 
finally, performing a song with 
every finger of the right hand 
όάWƛƴƎƭŜ .ŜƭƭǎέύΗ  
 
 We also learned some 
very silly songs in honor of April 
CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άhƴ ¢ƻǇ ƻŦ 
{ǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛΣέ άaȅ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ [ƛŜǎ 
hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴΣέ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ IƻƭŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǳŎƪŜǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
songs about bananas! 
 
 Gardiners Avenue is ex-
cited to be hosting a visit from 
world-renowned cellist Stepha-
nie Winters (who is a graduate 

of Gardiners!) on Monday, April 
30! Students have been busy 
discussing the cello in prepara-
tion. 
 

Instrumental/Fifth  

Grade Chorus: 

 All beginning instrumen-
tal students should be at least 
up to page fifteen in their Accent 
on Achievement method books! 
 
 Our Band members are 
busy preparing for the Levittown 
Memorial Day Parade on May 
28, as well as our Spring Concert 
on May 24 at Salk Middle 
School.  Fifth Grade Chorus stu-
dents have nearly mastered 
their Spring Concert selections, 
which will feature two foreign 
languages! 
 
 Fifth grade students will 
begin work on their graduation 
song very soon! 
 

Mrs. Koski:  General Music, 

Strings, and 3rd & 4th Grade  

Chorus ð 
 In April, the kindergarten 
students sang and played the 
game The Farmer in the Dell.  
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ άƧŀȊȊέ 
version of that song and com-
pared it to the one they learned!  
The first graders started study-
ing the instruments of the or-
chestra, using the music of Peter 
and the WolfΦ  aǊǎΦ YƻǎƪƛΩǎ ǎŜŎπ
ond grade classes started study-
ing the families of instruments, 

preparing the students for 
ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aǳǎƛŎ bƛƎƘǘέ ƻƴ aŀȅ нΦ  
Students who go that evening 
will be able to sign up for the 
instruments they would like to 
play at school next year! 
 

 The beginner string play-
ers are working on their note 
reading, playing songs based on 
the D scale.  Some have started 
working on eighth note rhythms! 
The orchestra students are pre-
paring for the Spring Concert, 
ŀŘŘƛƴƎ άŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀȅπ
ing (changing the volumeτ
louder or softer).  We are always 
working for good tone and play-
ing in tune! 
 
 The Third and Fourth 
Grade Chorus is making great 
progress on their Spring Concert 
music!  We are working on end-
ing our words togetherτputting 
the final consonants on the cor-
rect beat, by watching the con-
ductor!  Some soloists have 
been selected for the special 
ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ  ƻǳǊ ƧŀȊȊȅ άIǳƳǇǘȅ 
5ǳƳǇǘȅέΗ 
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General Music/Instrumental Music/Chorus ñ 

Mr. E. Martinez, Mrs. L. Koski 
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Physical Education ñMs. R. Casey,  Mr. Gattus 
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K-5      Students have been prac-
ticing the skill of striking. Various 
lead up games utilizing a tee and 
different thickness bats are be-
ing  used to help the 
younger  students develop skill 
in this area. Older students have 
been practicing their striking, 
hitting, grounding, catching and 
throwing skills. Punch ball, soft-
ball, big base kickball and line up 

are some of the team lead up 
games being implemented.  
 
K-2 students have been in-
volved in parachute activities. 
Grades 3-5 have been involved 
in the game of Poison. Both ac-
tivities  are used to promote 
cooperation, problem solv-
ing  and  teambuilding.  

Reading ð Mrs. R. Metzger, Ms. K. Quinlan, Mrs. K. Early,  

Mrs. Goldstein, Ms. Aramini 

 The month of April may 
bring showers for May flowers, 
but the month also brought 
much anticipation and prepara-
tion for our state ELA exams. 
Each grade diligently took the 
opportunity during guided read-
ing to focus on strategies that 
would help support student suc-
cess on the exams.   
 
 The use of fiction and 
nonfiction stories encouraged 
students to always pay close at-
tention to detail and to ask 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ р ²Ωǎ ό ǿƘƻΣ 
what , where, when and why) 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴπ
ǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ ŀ 

picture in their mind to create 
understanding. One strategy 
such as think-pair-share includes 
two or more students working 
together to recall story events.  
This strategy can be used as a 
pre-activity for reading, problem 
solving and a follow-up activity.  
Students become active partici-
pants with this reading strategy.  

 Another strategy that 
supports comprehension and 
vocabulary is the SQ3R. Though 
students may not at first think 

about what the letters mean, 
they are guided by their teach-
ers to  Survey, Question, Read, 
Recite and Review.  With read-
ing passages they preview the 

text, actively search for answers 
and make notes, become famil-
iar with headings and sub head-
ings, survey what will be read, 
study the illustrations, write 
down questions ( they learn to 
be curious), write down unfa-
miliar vocabulary, read,  recite 
and record answers, and finally 
review all information and or-
ganize. To help the students 
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Speech-Language Therapy ñMrs. S. Weller, Mr. R. Ognibene 
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 Activities in speech-
language therapy this month in-
cluded: using conversational start-
ers, discussing home activities/
events, reading paragraphs/
stories/poems, telling stories and 
discussing upcoming plans.  Such 
activities provided the opportunity 
for students to master speech 
sounds, grammar and narrative  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

skills.  Receptive and expressive vo-
cabularies have been targeted 
through categorization tasks and lan-
guage games. Articulation skills have 
also been targeted using various 
games and activities.  While partici-
pating, students were encouraged to 
monitor their own productions and 
to self-correct to aid in the carryover 
of speech skills to other situations. 

with organization they use 
many different types of graphic 
organizers.  Many of them are 
whimsical and inviting and en-
gage the student to think. 
 
 Students also learn 
when reading independently to 
cross check by asking them-
ǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΚέ 
They learn to reread when 

problems occur and go back to a 
sentence or paragraph and read 
it again. Students like to predict 
and confirm as they are encour-
aged to think about what may 
happen next. 
 
 Throughout the month of 
!ǇǊƛƭΣ DŀǊŘƛƴŜǊΩǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘπ
ers have been teaching students 
important strategies not only to 

help them for test taking, but to 
learn to enjoy reading and to get 
the most out of all their reading 
experiences.  It is no wonder 
that our students always seem 
to be so eager and enthusiastic 
when it comes to their reading.  
Hats off to our teachers who al-
ǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŜȄǘǊŀ ƳƛƭŜΩ ǘƻ 
make  reading meaningful and 
fun. 

Reading ð continued 

Art ñMs. K. Fuoco 

 Celebrate the arrival of 
spring with art activities that will 
bring out creativity in Art for a 
Sensational Spring. Students find 
all the ingredients for sunny les-
sons in the Art room. Spring is a 
season that beckons young art-
ists to adorn their classrooms 
with handmade creations. Flow-
ers and other signs of spring fill 
school hallways. In the spring 
students start to creatively 
bloom.  

 SPRING FLOWERS Grades K-2 
We use this project to reinforce 
the difference between long and 
short and between small and 
big. Students discuss what types 
of flowers are beginning to 
bloom. If Students trace their 
hands in a tight position, the 
flower will resemble a tulip. Stu-
dents are encouraged to draw 
detail on the leaves of the flow-
ers. 
  

Abstract Watercolor Design / 
CONNECT THE DOTS Grades 3-5 
Students followed step by step 
instructions creating a design 
using different types of lines. 
Students used black crayon to 
create a wax outline which 
formed different shapes that 
were painted in with water-
color paint. The black crayon 
makes it a lot easier to keep the 
watercolor paint in the lines. 
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Art ñMs. K. Fuoco 

 Kindergarten ñMs. J. Margolis, Ms. M. Bergersen, Ms. M. Boneillo,  

Ms. J. Minogue, Ms. G. Kreutzberg 

 Spring is a time in Kinder-
garten when we see so much 
growth in our children.  We have 
made it through the alphabet 
and the children are now sound-
ing words out and beginning to 
write in sentences.  They are us-
ing ending punctuation marks, 
capital letters to begin sen-
tences and leaving spaces be-
tween words.  They have 
learned many sight words, word 
families, beginning, middle and 
ending sounds as well as di-
graphs and they are reading as 
well as writing!   

 Using the Envisions Math 
Program which teaches to the 
core curriculum, the children 
have been writing number sen-
tences through 19 as well as 
making and reading graphs! 
 
 Science has found Kin-
dergarteners studying life cycles.  
We are planting and are waiting 
for our caterpillars.  We have 
just received eggs which will 
hatch into live chicks!   
 
 And, of course, we have 

all had our Smartboards in-
stalled and we are able to teach 
math, sight words, word families 
and show an actual butterfly 
emerging from a chrysalis! 

 Spring is just an exciting 
time in Kindergarten! 



 The first grade children 
had a busy and exciting month.  
 

 Through the use of 
shared and guided reading the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
shown incredible growth. As  
fluency continues to develop 
the children are building stam-
ina and can now enjoy more 
complex stories. The children 
are using higher level skills to 
discuss the inferential under-
tones of these beginning chap-
ter books. This increased flu-
ency allows them to independ-
ently  read  nonfiction text in 
the content areas. 

 During math we have 
been developing a better under-
standing of whole number rela-
tionships and place value includ-
ing grouping in tens and ones. We  
have also started measurement. 
The use of the interactive nature  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of the SmartBoards has moti-
vated and engaged our young 
mathematicians. 
 
 We look forward to the 
warmer weather and to watch-
ing our first graders develop into 
lifelong learners. 
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First Grade ñMs. P. Caputo, Ms. D. Ruppert, Ms. S. Phelan,  

Ms. E. Cariddi, Ms. J. Donnelly 

Second GradeñMs. V. Netti, Ms. A Poulos, Ms. J. Schadt,  

Dr. M. Nakelski, Ms. S. Bartlein 

 We kicked off April with 
Autism Awareness Week.  Our 
second graders were introduced 
to autism through the read 
aloud entitled My Brother Char-
lie by Holly Robinson Peete and 
Ryan Elizabeth Peete.  The book 

led to a classroom discussion 
about tolerance and the accep-
ǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊπ
ences.   
 
 In reading, the students 
fine-tuned their use of the skill 
of visualization.  While listening 
to various texts, the children 
were encouraged to create a 
άƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƻǾƛŜέ ƻǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ 
their minds.  These images 
helped to deepen their under-
standing of the story.  They then 
demonstrated this skill by utiliz-
ing many different organizers.  
In addition to the visualization 
drawings, the students wrote 

about what they saw in their 
minds. 
 
 April also began with a 
fun, interactive math assembly 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ǊƛǘƘƳŜǘƛŎŀƭǎΦέ  {ƻƳŜ 

student volunteers from the au-
dience had the opportunity to 
play math games while their 
friends cheered them on.  A 
great time was had by all.  In the 
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Second Gradeñcontinued 

classroom, our second graders 
focused on the concept of 
money.  The students were 
aided in the recognition of 
coins and dollars through the 
use of manipulatives.  They also 
were asked to identify the 
value of each coin and to count 
on to find the total amount of 
their coin collection.  In addi-
tion, they added and sub-
tracted various amounts of 
money.   

 The children were ex-
cited to learn about the solar 
system particularly after attend-
ƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ά{ƪȅ 5ƻƳŜέ ŀǎπ
sembly.  They worked in groups 
and recorded interesting facts 
about each planet.   The stu-
dents were given time to read 
an assortment of books, maga-
zine articles, and online re-
sources which helped them 
gather key points about their 
assigned planet. 
 
 In the month of April, the 
children were introduced to dif-
ferent forms of poetry.  They 
enjoyed their experience in writ-
ing one form of poetry called 
Haiku.  A Haiku poem is a three-
line poem about nature that has 

a specific number of syllables in 
each line.  They then shared 
their original springtime poems.  
Although April was a brief 
month, it was a fun and produc-
tive period for our second grad-
ers.  

Third Grade ñMs. D. Dunn, Ms. T. Vining,   

Ms. D. Furlong, Ms. N. Alt, Ms. P. Porr  

 After a relaxing spring 
vacation with our families, our 
third graders returned to school 
ready to shine on the NYS ELA 
and Mathematics Exams.  The 
ELA consisted of three consecu-
tive days of testing for ninety 
minutes per day.  Students 

were tested on their reading 
comprehension, listening and 
note-taking skills, as well as their 
ability to write short and ex-
tended responses to literature.  
The Math exam also consisted of 
three consecutive days of test-
ing for ninety minutes per day.  
Students were tested on their 
ability to compute accurately as 
well as solve multistep problems 
in accordance with the third 
grade curriculum.  We are so 
proud of the hard work and 
dedication our students dis-
played during the two weeks of 
testing. 

 Spring is here and so are 
our painted lady butterflies!  
Our third graders are excited to 
welcome new baby caterpillars 
into our classroom.  In our 
study of living things, children 
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Third Grade ñcontinued 

learned about organisms and the 
differences between plant and 
animal cells.  In our study of life-
cycles, students learned how liv-
ing things grow and change.  Our 
third graders are excited to ob-
serve the complete metamorpho-
sis of the painted lady butterflies! 
 
 In celebration of Earth 
Day, students discussed the im-
portance of taking care of our 
9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
literature such as Just A Dream 
by Chris Van Allsburg and The 
Lorax by Dr. Seuss.  Students 
wrote a response to literature 
detailing the lessons learned 
from these stories and ways we 
can help keep our Earth clean for 
future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In honor of poetry month, 
the students were immersed in 
various types of poetry.  Students 
enjoyed selecting their favorite 
poems to memorize and keep in 

their pocket for poetry in your 
pocket week.  Children learned 
various forms of poetry and 
wrote their own poems.  The 
children learned many strate-
gies that they can use in their 
own writing.   

 
In Social Studies, stu-

dents learned about the United 
States.  Students learned about 
the different regions of the US, 
government, holidays, tradi-
tions and customs.  This will lay 
the framework as we begin our 
study of countries around the 
world. 

 
April was a busy, excit-

ing month of learning for our 
third graders! 

Fourth Grade ñMs. B. Meltzer, Ms. A. Bisagni, Ms. J. OõConnell,  

Ms. D. Dunleavy, Ms. K. Ulmschneider, Ms. C. Penna 

 Students in fourth grade 
have had a very busy month dur-
ing the month of April in all areas. 
 
   Classes developed the 4th 
ƎǊŀŘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘΣ άwŀƛƴōƻǿǎ 
ƻŦ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
character traits that they possess.  

  In Language Arts, stu-
dents have been continuing to 
use their reading strategies and 
skills to comprehend a variety of 
texts independently, in small 
groups and whole class settings. 
Some specific skills that classes 
have been working on are Au-
ǘƘƻǊΩǎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ aŀƛƴ LŘŜŀ ŀƴŘ 
Supporting Details.  Classes have 
prepared for the New York State 
ELA exam and students were con-
fident when faced with the as-
sessment. 
 
 In the content area of 

math, classes have been work-
ing on measurement, graphing 
and word problems.  Students 
have collected data, and cre-
ated and analyzed line graphs, 
pictographs and bar graphs to 
represent their information. In 
addition, students have been 
reviewing all concepts learned 
since the beginning of the 
school year, in preparation for 
the State Math Assessment. 
 
 In Social Studies, stu-
dents have continued to learn 
about Westward Expansion and 
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Fourth Grade ñcontinued 

 Fifth graders have been 
reading Novels. April was filled 
with Cricket in Times Square 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ άŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǾƻƛŎŜέΦ !ƴ 
author study of Jerry Spinelli 
novels ςLoser and Crash was im-
p l e m e n t e d .  
Then the chil-
dren chose their 
own books and 
ƘŀŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ άōƻƻƪ 

Ŏƭǳōǎέ ŘƛǎŎǳǎπ
sions.  Along 
with Goose-
berry Park, 
The Mixed up 
Files of Mrs. 
Basil  Frank-

weiler, Number the Stars and 
various other novels, there was 
also leveled reading in groups. 
  
 During math, there was a 
heavy emphasis on such topics 

as re-grouping fractions, long 
division and multiplication, cir-
cles,  percentages, ratios, practi-
cal word problems, geometry/
formulas and protractor use ( all 
in anticipation of the NYS Math 
test). 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
studies included learning about 
Latin America, Canada, Equal 
Rights, World War Two, the 
Roaring Twenties and the Great 
Depression. They have also par-
ticipated in  an introduction to 
big business and the stock mar-
ket.  
 
 April was the start of the 
Mystery Matter ESP kit and the 
meaning of scientific procedure 
and how to test for unknowns in 
a controlled experiment. The 
water cycle, erosion, land forms, 
volcanoes and ecosystems were 
also studied. 
 
 The children explored 

poems, reflective pieces, tech-
niques for writing a conclusive 
summary in literature and non-
fiction and they explored how to 
interpret works from other lands 
such as fables.  

 In health classes the dis-
cussions were about making 
good choices in life with regards 
to your body, friends and free 
time. There was a Get A Voice 
anti-bullying assembly as well.  

how it affected New York His-
tory, the Industrial Revolution 
and the Erie Canal.  These units 
have helped to show the stu-
dents how this period in time 
helped to shape the great state 
that New York has become. 
 
 Classes have been work-

poetry in preparation for our 
Poetry in Your Pocket event.  

ing on various Spring writing 
projects, such as persuasive es-
says, narrative writing and  

Fifth Grade ñMs. A. Fermature, Ms. N. Corron, Mr. J. Centonze,   

Ms. T. Lynch, Ms. C. Falcone, Ms. M. Madigan 
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Waking Up in  

Another Country  

Jocelyn Garofalo -  

Grade 3 
  

 If I woke up in a dif-

ferent country and no one 

understood me, I would try 

to communicate by using 

sign language.  If you didnõt 

want to do that, then you 

could try to find sand, find a 

stick and draw pictures.   

You could also try to find a 

map and try to talk to them, 

but they might not under-

stand you.  You could look 

for the closest phone and 

call a family member, or 

even call a friend.  It would 

be bad if you woke up in a 

different country and no one 

knew what you said; it 

would be scary too! Do you 

know what you would do?  

  

Gardiners gazette  

Articles written by and for our students 

Helping Someone in Need  

by Karalyn Gilly - Grade 5 
 

 It is good to go out of your way to help someone in need. I 
really love to go to the city but get sad when I see homeless and poor 

people on the streets. Last time I went to New York City with my dad 

to see a wrestling event at Madison 

Square Garden, I went out of my way 

to help someone. We were walking 

around the blocks when we saw a 

poor person on the sidewalk with a 

puppy in his hand.  He had a bucket 

with a little bit of money in it next to 

him. We went up to him and gave him 

a couple of dollars, then we walked to 

the corner and I decided that we 

should go back. We came back to the 

guy with the puppy and gave him 

more money to be nice.  He really 

appreciated it and said, "Thank you." I said, "Your welcome," and smiled 

at him. It made me feel good to do something nice for someone and to 

go out of my way to help someone less fortunate. If everyone went out 

of their way to help someone in need, there would be less needy peo-

ple in the world and be a happier place for everyone. :) 

My Favorite Day  

Nicholas Logozzo - Grade 3 
 

 If I could spend the day doing anything I want, I would go to 
Disney.  Disney is my favorite place to visit.   

 

 I would visit all the parks, like the Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Hol-

lywood Studios and the Animal Kingdom.  I would ride as many rides 

as I could.  Then, I would go to the Polynesian Hotel.  At the Polyne-

sian Hotel I would go to the arcade, the pool and restaurants.  I 

would rent a room and play video games and watch movies.  At night 

I would go to the Contemporary Resort and watch the fireworks out-

side.  

  

 As you can see, if I could spend the day doing anything I want, I 

would have a lot of fun.   
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Traveling Inside a Volcano  

By Ryan Conway - Grade 4 
 

Welcome! Iõm Ryan and Iõll be your tour guide 

today.  Today weõre going to journey inside a volcano.  

Now, take your last breath of fresh air.  Inside a vol-

cano the temperature rises very quickly. So, be sure 

you are wearing loose fitting clothes.  Is everybody 

ready?  Here we goooooo! 

 

If you listen carefully, you can hear lava boiling.  

If you inhale through your nose, it may smell as if 

something is burning.  But, thatõs just normal here.  If 

you touch the walls, although I suggest you donõt, 

youõll be fascinated by how rocky and hot the walls 

are.  Thatõs because inside a volcano, itõs over 1,000 

degrees Fahrenheit.  And nowé..if you look below 

you, youõll see something that looks like boiling red 

liquid ð thatõs magma.  Remember to try and avoid lava 

spouts.  They can ruin any tour quickly! 

 

Now, hereõs the fun part of our tour ð getting 

back out of the volcano.  We get out by riding a spout 

of lava.  If Iõm correct, and I usually am, itõll 

goé..NOW!   WOOOOAAAAAHHHHHHHHHHH!  

Try to land on your feet.  (Also, please note that we 

are not responsible for any injuries that you may re-
ceive.) 

 

 All right 

folks, the tour is 

now over.  Have you 

noticed the tempera-

ture has dropped?  

Have you also no-

ticed the change in 

the air?  Now wasnõt 

that fun?  Enjoy the 

rest of your day.  

Good-bye! 
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Thoughts on Being  

An Only Child   

Vladimir Rudnick - Grade 4 
 

 Iõm happy be-

ing an only child be-

cause if I had siblings 

we wouldnõt go on as 

many vacations that 

we have gone on. My 

family has gone to Dis-

ney, Long Beach Is-

land, the Hamptons, Arizona, California and 

New Orleans. We also take a lot of car 
trips to Washington, D.C., upstate New 

York and Connecticut to visit family, and 

Great Wolf Lodge. If there were babies in 

our family, we might have to stay home and 

take care of them. It might be hard to take 

babies or little kids on airplanes and long 

car trips. When we go on vacation we like 

to go to amusement parks. You have to be 

a certain height to get on the rides- a little 

kid wonõt be able to go on. My family also 

went to Discovery Cove in Florida. You 

have to be able a certain age to swim with 

the dolphins and do the diving bell. Little 

kids arenõt allowed.  

 

 Another reason I like being an only 

child is because if there is a baby in the 

house, my parents would pay attention to 

the baby all the time. I would have to find 

things to do on my own. But being an only 

child, my parents can play games with me. 

We also like to cook dinner together, like 

pizza and tacos.  

 

 These are the reasons I like being an 

only child. My family is perfect just the way 

it is! 
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                  Volunteer Opportunity  

           Wally BrownñGrade 4  

     I have heard of many things one can volun-

teer for but, my most favorite thing to volunteer for was this yearõs Math-a-thon !  
It was fun because it gave my an opportunity to raise money for the St. Jude Hos-

pital.  I thought the Math-a-thon booklet was fun to do.  It was full of activities and 

equations.  Also the booklet tells you about some of the patients at St. Jude.  I en-

joyed taking my time to help this cause. 

Gardiners gazette  

Articles written by and for our students 

Getting Ready for Middle School  

Samantha Senra - Grade 5 
 

 Now that Iõm in my last year of elementary school at Gardiners Avenue, Iõm a little nervous about 

going to middle school and a little excited too. Iõll miss all of my teachers that I had throughout my years in 

elementary school.  They taught me so much and Iõm sure Iõll visit them once in a while to thank them.  Iõll  

miss Mr. Gattus and Mrs. Casey, the ones who kept everyone fit and healthy.  Also Mr. Martinez, who 

taught us how to play musical instruments, lots of fun songs, and all about music.  Mrs. Fuoco, who taught 

everyone how to draw artistically and Mrs. Hilly and Mrs. Quinlan, the ones who taught us literature.  Iõll 

miss them all.  

 The one thing that Iõm nervous about is losing my friends.  Some 

of them are going to different middle schools, and Iõll miss them a lot.  In 

middle school Iõll be meeting different kids my age and older.  Iõll be 

looking forward to meeting new kids and making friends with them.  

And I know there will be times I will have to face people I donõt like.  

But I also know not to treat them badly.  And hopefully theyõll do the 

same to me.   
 

 Iõm not that nervous about being bullied in middle school, if I am ever to be bullied.  Iõve never been 

bullied before, but thatõs what òget a voiceó is all about.  It teaches kids all about standing up to bullies, and 

how to stand up for others when bullied.  I know I will never be alone in middle school.  My teachers and 

friends will always have my back.  So you should not worry about being bullied.  After all, if everybodyõs dif-

ferent, the more alike they are. 
 

 I have heard about middle school from other people, and they tell me that 6th grade wasnõt that bad 

at all.  The schedule is different from the way we do things in elementary school.  Instead, you have periods 

and when one period is over, the bell rings and you go to the next period.  Each period is a different class 

and a different subject. But Iõm sure Iõll catch on eventually.  Iõll try my best, and Iõll study very hard so that 

my teachers and parents will be proud of me.  If Iõm having trouble or something goes wrong, I wonõt be 

upset at myself.  Iõll just learn from my mistakes.  Besides I will always have my parents and teachers to help 

me through it. 
 

 I donõt think Middle school will be a scary place.  I know there might be some obstacles but eventu-

ally I will overcome them.  And I will try to quickly adapt to the new changes in my new school.  Middle 

school is a responsible place but I know I am ready for it.  Elementary school helped me prepare for middle 

school so now I am confident.  
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POETRY IN YOUR POCKET  

Gardiners Avenue Guest Readers  

 

  

 

 

BACK PAGE NEWS  

Mr. Flower 

Asst. Superintendent 

Dr. Grossane 

Superintendent 

Dr. Dinhofer 

School Psychologist 

Ms. Casey, President, PTA 

Mr. Ward 

Board Member 

Ms. Anderson 

Salk Librarian 

Ms. Farly 

Levittown Library 

Ms. Rifkin 

Asst. Superintendent 

Mr. Dalton, Kiwanis 

Ms. Cantano, Levittown Librarian 

Gary Hudes 

Councilman 


