
AGENDA 
B O A R D  O F E D U C AT I O N    L E V I T T O W N ,  N E W  Y O R K  
 
LEVITTOWN UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT  TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD  LEVITTOWN, NEW YORK 

www.levittownschools.com 

 

 

 
         SPECIAL MEETING                                                LEVITTOWN MEMORIAL EDUCATION CENTER 

                                                                                                           Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

 

Meeting reconvenes with Special Meeting 

   

 

Success for Every Student 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Recommended Motion:  "RESOLVED, that the following budget ($223,483,419) of the 

necessary claims and expenditures in Levittown Union Free School District (#5), in the Town of 

Hempstead, school year 2018-2019, amounting to: 

 

 $ 215,892,556  School Purpose 

 $   7,590,863  Library Purpose 

Total $ 223,483,419  be and the same is hereby accepted; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of: 

 $ 138,984,161  School Purpose 

 $   7,445,363  Library Purpose 

Total $ 146,429,524  be the remainder of 

 

budget adopted as above and the amount which must be raised by taxation $138,984,161 for 

School Purposes and $ 7,445,363 for Library Purposes; total of $146,429,524 for the Levittown 

Union Free School District (#5) of the Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, New York for the 

year 2018-2019 be levied upon the taxable property of said school district as said property has 

been certified by the Assessor for the school year 2018-2019; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the District Clerk of this School District be and is hereby 

authorized and directed, pursuant to Section 6-20.0 and amendments thereto of the Nassau 

County Administrative Code to file a certified copy of these resolutions with the Nassau County 

1. Setting the Tax Levy Inclusive 
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Legislature and the Department of Assessment, Mineola, New York, on or before August 15, 

2018." 

Recommended Motion:  “RESOLVED, that the Levittown Board of Education accepts the Free 

and Reduced Price Meal Program policy, including the annual Family Eligibility Criteria for Free 

and Reduced Meals as described in accordance with the guidelines established by the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture and the New York State Education Department, Bureau of School 

Food Management and Nutrition.”  

Recommended Motion:  “RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes the appointment of 

Barry Peek, Esq. as the hearing officer with respect to a Civil Service Law Section 75 hearing 

involving a District employee; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the District Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this 

resolution to Sharon N. Berlin, Esq.” 

Recommended Motion:  “RESOLVED, that the Levittown Board of Education does, hereby, 

approve the attached contracts between the Levittown Public Schools and the following vendors 

to provide special education service for the time period as indicated: 

 Roslyn Public Schools (7/2/18 - 8/10/18) 

 Roslyn Public Schools (9/15/18 - 6/26/19) 

 East Meadow UFSD (7/1/18 - 6/30/19) 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Education President is, hereby, authorized to 

execute these contracts.” 

Recommended Motion: "RESOLVED, that the Levittown Board of Education does, hereby, 

approve the following revised policies: 

Policy No. 7131 - Education of Homeless Children and Youth 

Policy No. 5725 - Transportation for Students in Foster Care 

Policy No. 8260 - Title I Parent and Family Engagement 

“RECOMMENDED MOTION: That the Levittown Board of Education does, hereby,  approve 

the following schedules: 

 

1001 “Resignations/Terminations, Non-Instructional Personnel” 

2. Guidelines for Free and Reduced Price Meal Program Enclosure 

3. Appointment of Hearing Officer Inclusive 

4. Special Education Contracts Enclosure 

5. Approval of Board of Education Policies Enclosure 

6. Schedules Enclosure 
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1002 “Appointments, Certified Personnel” 

1003 “Appointments, Administrators” 

1004 “Appointments, Consultants” 

1005 “Appointments, Summer School” 

1006 “Appointments, Non-Instructional Personnel”  

II.  PUBLIC BE HEARD - AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

III. MOTION TO ADJOURN 



 

Date Withdrew                               Attachment  Va     F         R           D           

 

2018-2019 Application for Free and Reduced Price School Meals/Milk 
 

To apply for free and reduced price meals for your children, read the instructions on the back, complete only one form for your 
household, sign your name and return it to the address listed below. Call (516) 434-7010, if you need help. Additional names 
may be listed on a separate paper. 

 

Return Completed Applications to: Levittown UFSD 
150 Abbey Lane 
Levittown,  NY  11756 

 

1. List all children in your household who attend school: 

 

 
Student Name 

 
School 

 
Grade/Teacher 

 
Foster Child 

Homeless 
Migrant, 
Runaway 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

2.  SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits: 
If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4, and sign the application. 

 

Name:    ___________________________________________________         CASE # _____________________________________                                                                          
 

                                                                     
 

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you answered ‘yes’ to step 2) 
 

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income). 
List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income.  For each Household Member listed, if they do receive 
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only.  If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’.  If you enter ‘0’ or leave any fields 
blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report. 

 

Total Household Members  _____________________ 

*Last Four Digits of Social Security Number:  XXX-XX-   ______________________________       I do not have a SS#           
 

Name of household member Earnings from work 
before deductions 
Amount / How Often 

Child Support, Alimony 
 

Amount / How Often 

Pensions, Retirement 
Payments 
Amount / How Often 

Other Income, Social 
Security 
Amount / How Often 

No 
Income 

 $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                   

 $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                   

 $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                   

 $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                   

 $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                  $                   /                   

 

 

 

 

     

*When completing section 3, an adult household member must provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#), or mark the “I do not have a SS# 
box” before the application can be approved. 

 

4.   Signature:  An adult household member must sign this application before it can be approved. 
 
I certify (promise) that all the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. I understand that the information is being given so the school 
will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if I purposely give false information, I may be prosecuted under applicable State and 
federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits. 

 

Signature:      __________________________________ ________  Date:  ____________________________________                                                                                                  
 
Email Address:         ________________________________________                                                                                         
 

Home Phone:                                            Work Phone:                                                    Home Address:     ________________________________ 

                                                                                    

5. Ethnicity and Race are optional; responding to this section does not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price meals. 

Ethnicity:  Hispanic or Latino      Not Hispanic or Latino 

Race: American Indian or Alaskan Native  Asian   Black or African American   Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Island   White 

 
 
 

                    

1.2.a

Packet Pg. 4

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 2

01
8-

19
 F

re
e 

an
d

 R
ed

u
ce

d
  (

31
92

 :
 G

u
id

el
in

es
 f

o
r 

F
re

e 
an

d
 R

ed
u

ce
d

 P
ri

ce
 M

ea
l P

ro
g

ra
m

)



 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE – FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY 

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application) 
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12 

 

          SNAP/TANF/Foster 

 Income Household:  Total Household Income/How Often:  _________________/________________  Household Size: 
_________________ 
 

 Free Meals                     Reduced Price Meals                   Denied/Paid               
 

Signature of Reviewing Official_______________________________________________Date Notice Sent:________________ 

1.2.a
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Letter to Parents for School Meal Programs 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 

 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Levittown UFSD offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs 1.35; lunch costs 2.55-Elementary 
School, $2.80-Middle/High School. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced price is $0.25 for breakfast 
and $0.25 for lunch. 
 
1.    DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Complete the application to apply for free or reduced price 
meals. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not 
complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to:Ms. Kim Volpe, Levittown UFSD, 150 Abbey Lane, 
Levittown, NY  11756. 
2.    WHO CAN GET FREE MEALS? All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, the Food Distribution Program on Indian 
Reservations or TANF, can get free meals regardless of your income. Categorical eligibility for free meal benefits is extended to all children in 
a household when the application lists an Assistance Program’s case number for any household member. Also, your children can get free meals if 
your household’s gross income is within the free limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Households with children who are 
categorically eligible through an Other Source Categorically Eligible designation, as defined by law, may be eligible for free benefits and should 
contact the SFA for assistance in receiving benefits. 
3.    CAN FOSTER CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court, 
are eligible for free meals. Any foster child in the household is eligible for free meals regardless of income. Foster children may also be included 
as a member of the foster family if the foster family chooses to also apply for benefits for other children. If non-foster children in a foster family 
are not eligible for free or reduced price meal benefits, an eligible foster child will still receive free benefits. 
4.    CAN HOMELESS, RUNAWAY, AND MIGRANT CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Yes, children who meet the definition of homeless, 
runaway, or migrant qualify for free meals.  If you haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or e-mail [school, homeless 
liaison or migrant coordinator information] to see if they qualify. 
5.    WHO CAN GET REDUCED PRICE MEALS? Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is within the reduced price 
limits on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart, shown on this application. 
6.    SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED FOR 
FREE MEALS?  Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions.  Call the school at [phone number] if you have questions. 
7.    MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes. Your child’s application 
is only good for that school year and for the first 30 operating days of this school year. You must send in a new application unless the school told 
you that your child is eligible for the new school year. 
8.    I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced 
price meals. Please fill out a FREE/REDUCED PRICE MEAL application. 
9.    WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes and we may also ask you to send written proof. 
10.  IF I DON’T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a 
parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the household income drops below the 
income limit. 
11.   WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also 
may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: Ms. Linda Dolecek, Levittown UFSD, 150 Abbey Lane, Levittown, NY  11756]. 
12.   MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be U.S. 
citizens to qualify for free or reduced price meals. 
13.   WHO SHOULD I INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, related or 
not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children living with you.  
If you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income with 
you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them. 
14.   WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make 
$1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month.  If you normally 
get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use 
your current income. 
15.  WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE INCLUDE OUR HOUSING ALLOWANCE AS INCOME? If you get an off-base housing 
allowance, it must be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your 
housing allowance as income. 
16.  MY SPOUSE IS DEPLOYED TO A COMBAT ZONE. IS HER COMBAT PAY COUNTED AS INCOME? No, if the combat pay is received in 
addition to her basic pay because of her deployment and it wasn’t received before she was deployed, combat pay is not counted as 
income. Contact your school for more information. 
17.  MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for 
SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office or call 1-800-342-3009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018-2019 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
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FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK 
 
REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
 

Total 
Family Size 

 

Annual 
 

Monthly 
 

Twice per Month 
 

Every Two Weeks 
 

Weekly 

1 $ 22,459 $ 1,872 $ 936 $ 864 $ 432 
2 $ 30,451 $ 2,538 $ 1,269 $ 1,172 $ 586 
3 $ 38,443 $ 3,204 $ 1,602 $ 1,479 $ 740 
4 $ 46,435 $ 3,870 $ 1,935 $ 1,786 $ 893 
5 $ 54,427 $ 4,536 $ 2,268 $ 2,094 $ 1,047 
6 $ 62,419 $ 5,202 $ 2,601 $ 2,401 $ 1,201 
7 $ 70,411 $ 5,868 $ 2,934 $ 2,709 $ 1,355 
8 $ 78,403 $ 6,534 $ 3,267 $ 3,016 $ 1,508 
*Each Add’l person add $ 7,992 $ 666 $ 333 $ 308 $ 154 

 

How to Apply: To get free or reduced price meals for your children carefully complete one application following the instructions for your household and 
return it to the designated office listed on the application. If you now receive SNAP, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) for any children, 
or participate in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the application must include the children's names, the household 
SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number and the signature of an adult household member.  All children should be listed on the same application.  If you 
do not list a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number for any household member, the application must include the names of everyone in the household, 
the amount of income each household member, and how often it is received and where it comes from.  It must include the signature of an adult 
household member and the last four digits of that adult's social security number, or check the box if the adult does not have a social security number. 
An application that is not complete cannot be approved. Contact your local Department of Social Services for your SNAP or TANF case number or 
complete the income portion of the application. No application is necessary if the household was notified by the SFA their children have been directly 
certified. If the household is not sure if their children have been directly certified, the household should contact the school. 
 
Reporting Changes:  The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are effective for the entire school year. You no longer need to 
report changes for an increase in income or decrease in household size, or if you no longer receive SNAP. 

 
Income Exclusions: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for 
costs incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as income for this program. 
 
In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age or disability 
 
Nondiscrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly. 

 
 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), 
should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
 
To   file   a   program   complaint   of   discrimination,   complete   the   USDA   Program   Discrimination   Complaint   Form,   (AD-3027)   found   online   at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1)   mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
 
(2)   fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
 
(3)   email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
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http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


Meal Service to Children With Disabilities:  Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children with a 

disability which may restrict their diet.  A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or 

mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities.  Major life activities are defined to include functions such as caring for 

one’s self, performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working. You must request the special meals from the 

school and provide the school with medical certification from a medical doctor.  If you believe your child needs substitutions because of a disability, 

please get in touch with us for further information, as there is specific information that the medical certification must contain. 

Confidentiality: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/guardian 

consent, to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title I and the National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which are United States Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the 

allocation of funds to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status of  the school's attendance area, and to assess educational progress.  Information may 

also be released to State health or State education programs administered by the State agency or local education agency, provided the State or local 

education agency administers the program, and federal State or local nutrition programs similar to the National School Lunch Program.  Additionally, all 

information contained in the free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of 

programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act (NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch and School 

Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental 

Nutrition Program for Women Infants and Children (WIC);  the Comptroller  General of the United States for audit purposes, and federal, State or local 

law enforcement officials investigating alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA. 

Reapplication:  You may apply for benefits any time during the school year.  Also, if you are not eligible now, but during the school year become 

unemployed, have a decrease in household income, or an increase in family size you may request and complete an application at that time. 

The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian.  We will 

let you know when your application is approved or denied.   

Sincerely,    

 

Levittown UFSD 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
  POLICY  # 7131 

                                              Page 1 of 5  

 

STUDENTS 
 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 
  The Board recognizes the unique challenges that face homeless students and will provide 
these students with access to the same free, appropriate public education, including public preschool 
education, as other children and youth and access to educational and other services necessary to be 
successful in school, and will ensure that they are not separated from the mainstream school 
environment. The Board is also committed to eliminating barriers to the identification, enrollment, 
attendance, or success of homeless students.  
 
 As defined in Commissioner's regulations, a "homeless child" means a child or youth who lacks a 
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, including a child who is: 
 

a) Sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar 
reason; 

 
b) Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 

adequate accommodations; 
 

c) Abandoned in hospitals; or 
 

d) A migratory child who qualifies as homeless in accordance with Commissioner's regulations. 
The term "migratory child" includes a child who is, or whose parent or spouse is, a migratory 
agricultural worker, including a migratory dairy worker, or a migratory fisher, and who has 
moved from one school district to another in the preceding 36 months, in order to obtain, or 
accompanies his or her parent or spouse in order to obtain, temporary, or seasonal 
employment in agricultural or fishing work; or 

 
e) A child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is: 

 
1. A supervised, publicly, or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary 

living accommodations, including, but not limited to, shelters operated or approved by 
the state or local department of social services, and residential programs for runaway 
and homeless youth established in accordance with Executive Law Article 19-H; or 

 
2. A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 

accommodation for human beings; including a child or youth who is living in a car, 
park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train station or 
similar setting. 

 
An "unaccompanied youth" means a homeless child not in the physical custody of a parent or legal 

guardian. This term does not include a child or youth who is residing with someone other than a parent 
or legal guardian for the sole reason of taking advantage of the schools of the District. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
  POLICY  # 7131 

                                              Page 2 of 5  

 

STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH  (Cont'd.) 
 
 A designator will decide which school district a homeless child or unaccompanied youth will 
attend. A designator is: 
 
 a) The parent or person in parental relation to a homeless child; or 
 
 b) The homeless child, together with the homeless liaison designated by the District, in the case 

of an unaccompanied youth; or 
 
 c) The director of a residential program for runaway and homeless youth, in consultation with 

the homeless child, where the homeless child is living in that program. 
 
 The designator may select either the school district of current location, the school district of origin, 
or a school district participating in a regional placement plan as the district the homeless child will 
attend. However, the designated school district must determine whether the designation made by the 
parent, guardian, or youth, in the case of an unaccompanied youth, is consistent with the best interest of 
the child by considering certain student-centered factors, including factors related to the impact on 
education and the health and safety of the child or youth.  
 
 A homeless child is entitled to attend the school district of origin for the duration of his or her 
homelessness and also through the remainder of the school year in which he or she locates permanent 
housing in accordance with his or her best interest.  
 
 The term "school district of origin" includes preschool and feeder schools as defined by applicable 
law. 
 
Enrollment, Retention, and Participation in the Educational Program 
 
 The District will immediately enroll children and youth who are homeless even if the child missed 
any relevant application or enrollment deadlines during any period of homelessness. The ability of a 
homeless child or youth to continue or participate in the educational program will similarly not be 
restricted due to issues such as: 
 

a) Transportation; 
 

b) Immunization requirements; 
 

c) Residency requirements; 
 

d) Birth certificates, medical records, individualized education programs (IEPs), school records 
and other documentation; 

 
e) Guardianship issues; 

 
 

(Continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
  POLICY  # 7131 

                                              Page 3 of 5  

 

STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH  (Cont'd.) 
 

f) Comprehensive assessment and advocacy referral processes; 
 

g) Resolution of disputes regarding school selection; 
 

h) Proof of social security numbers; 
 

i) Attendance requirements; 
 

j) Sports participation rules; 
 

k) Inability to pay fees associated with extracurricular activities such as club dues and sports 
uniforms; or 

 
l) Other enrollment issues. 

 
Educational Programs and Services 
 
 The District will provide homeless children and youth with access to all of its programs, activities, 
and services to the same extent that they are provided to resident students. 
 
 Homeless children and youth will be educated as part of the school's regular academic program. 
Services will be provided to homeless children and youth through programs and mechanisms that 
integrate homeless children and youth with their non-homeless counterparts, including programs for 
special education, vocational and technical education, gifted and talented students, before and after 
school, English language learners, Head Start, Even Start, and school nutrition. Services provided with 
McKinney-Vento funds will expand upon or improve services provided as part of the regular school 
program. Consequently, the District will ensure that homeless children and youth are not segregated in 
a separate school, or in a separate program within the school, based on their status as homeless; and to 
the extent feasible consistent with the requirements of Commissioner's regulations, keep a homeless 
child or youth in the school of origin except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child's or 
youth's parent or guardian. Further, the District will review and revise policies and practices, including 
transportation guidelines as well as those related to outstanding fees, fines, or absences, that may act as 
barriers to the enrollment, attendance, school success, and retention of homeless children and youth in 
the District. 
 
Transportation 
 
 In order to ensure immediate enrollment, and so as not to create barriers to the attendance, 
retention, and success of homeless students, transportation must be promptly provided. If the local social 
service district or the Office of Children and Family Services is not required to provide transportation, 
the designated district is responsible for the provision and the cost of the student's transportation through 
the remainder of the school year in which the homeless student becomes permanently housed.  
 
 

(Continued) 
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                                              Page 4 of 5  

 

STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH  (Cont'd.) 
 
 Where a homeless student designates the school district of current location as the district the 
student will attend, then that district will provide transportation to the student on the same basis as a 
resident student. Where the homeless student designates the school district of origin or a school district 
participating in a regional placement plan, then that district must provide transportation to and from the 
homeless child's temporary housing and school not to exceed 50 miles each way unless the 
Commissioner certifies that the transportation is in the best interests of the child. 
 
 Transportation is required even if the school of origin is located in another local educational 
agency (LEA) as long as attendance at the school of origin is in the best interest of the child or youth, 
even if it requires students to cross district lines. If two school districts are involved, the districts must 
agree on a method to apportion the cost and responsibility of transportation, or they must split it equally. 
 
 Transportation responsibilities apply to all school districts regardless of whether or not they 
receive McKinney-Vento funds. Transportation must be provided pending final resolution of any 
enrollment disputes, including any available appeals. If the designated district provides transportation 
for non-homeless preschool children, it must also provide comparable transportation services for 
homeless preschool children. 
 
District Liaison for Homeless Children and Youth 
 
 The District will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other 
federal programs, as the local educational agency liaison for homeless children and youth to carry out 
the duties as described in law, Commissioner's regulations, and applicable guidance issued by the U.S. 
and New York State Education Departments. The District will inform school personnel, local service 
providers, and advocates of the office and duties of the local homeless liaison. 
 
Training 
 
 All school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals 
will be trained on the requirements for enrollment of homeless students. Other staff members including 
school nutrition staff, school registered professional nurses, teachers, and bus drivers will receive 
training on homelessness that is specific to their field. 
 
Outreach 
 
 The District will make every effort to inform the parents or guardians of homeless children and 
youth of the education, transportation, and related opportunities available to their children including 
transportation to the school of origin. The parent(s) or guardian(s) will be assisted in accessing 
transportation to the school they select, and will be provided with meaningful opportunities to participate 
in the education of their children. Public notice of educational rights of homeless children and youth 
will be disseminated by the District in places where families and youth are likely to be present (e.g., 
schools, shelters, soup kitchens), and in comprehensible formats (e.g., geared for low literacy or other 
community needs). 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH  (Cont'd.) 
 
Dispute Resolution 
 
 The District will establish procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes regarding school 
selection or enrollment of a homeless child or youth and provide a written explanation, including a 
statement regarding the right to appeal to the parent or guardian if the District sends the student to a 
school other than the school of origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian. These disputes 
will include, but are not limited to, disputes regarding transportation and/or a child's or youth's status as 
a homeless child or unaccompanied youth. 
 
 In the event of a dispute regarding eligibility, school selection, or enrollment, the homeless child 
or youth will be entitled to immediate or continued enrollment and transportation pending final 
resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals. 
 
Record and Reporting Requirements 
 
 If the District, as the school district of origin, receives a request to forward student records to a 
receiving district, the records must be forwarded within five days of receipt of the request. 
 
 The District will maintain documentation regarding all aspects of the District's contact with and 
services provided to homeless students and youth for possible on-site monitoring by the State Education 
Department. 
 
 The District will collect and transmit to the Commissioner of Education, at such time and in the 
manner as the Commissioner may require, a report containing information as the Commissioner 
determines is necessary to assess the educational needs of homeless children and youths within the state. 
 
Student Privacy 
 
 Any information pertaining to the living situation of a homeless student, such as his or her 
homeless status or temporary address, is considered a student educational record and is not subject to 
disclosure as directory information under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
  (ESSA), 42 USC § 11431 et seq. 
Education Law §§ 902(b) and 3209 
Executive Law Article 19-H 
8 NYCRR § 100.2(x) 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7511 -- Immunization of Students 
 
 
Re- Adopted: January 25, 2012 
Revised: December 7, 2016 
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STUDENTS 
 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING 
 
 The Board recognizes the unique challenges that face students in temporary housing (i.e., homeless 
children and youth) and will provide these students with access to the same free and appropriate public 
education, including public preschool education, as other students, as well as access to educational and 
other services necessary to be successful in school. The District will ensure that these students are not 
separated from the mainstream school environment. The Board is also committed to eliminating barriers 
to the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success of students in temporary housing.  
 
Identification of Students in Temporary Housing 
 
 All districts are obligated to affirmatively identify all students in temporary housing. Therefore, 
the District will determine whether there are students in temporary housing within the District by using 
a housing questionnaire to determine the nighttime residence of all newly enrolled students and all 
students whose address changes during the school year. Not all students in temporary housing can be 
identified through social service agencies or shelters, as children may be sharing the housing of other 
persons, such as family or friends, due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other similar reason. 
For this reason, the District uses a housing questionnaire that asks for a description of the current living 
arrangements of the child or youth to determine whether the child or youth meets the definition of a 
homeless child.  
 
 In addition to using the housing questionnaire, the District will also contact the local department 
of social services (LDSS) (i.e., the social services district) to identify students in temporary housing, as 
well as the local runaway and homeless youth shelter, and any other shelters located within District 
boundaries to ensure all students in temporary housing are properly identified and served.  
 
Definitions 
 

a) Feeder school means: 
 

1. A preschool whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary school or 
group of elementary schools upon completion of that preschool;  

 
2. A school whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary, middle, 

intermediate, or high school or group of specified elementary, middle, intermediate, or 
high schools upon completion of the terminal grade of such school; or 

 
3. A school that sends its students to a receiving school in a neighboring school district. 

 
b) Homeless child means: 

 
1. A child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, 

including a child or youth who is: 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
  POLICY  # 7131 

                                              Page 2 of 13  

 

STUDENTS 
 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

(a) Sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship, 
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as "doubled-up");  

 
(b) Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 

alternative adequate accommodations;  
 

(c) Abandoned in hospitals;   
 

(d) A migratory child who qualifies as homeless under (a), (b), or (c) of this 
subparagraph or item 2) below; or 

 
(e) An unaccompanied youth; or 

 
2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is: 

 
(a) A supervised, publicly, or privately operated shelter designed to provide 

temporary living accommodations, including, but not limited to, shelters operated 
or approved by the state or LDSS, and residential programs for runaway and 
homeless youth established in accordance with applicable law; or 

 
(b) A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 

accommodation for human beings, including a child or youth who is living in a 
car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train 
station, or similar setting. 

 
c) Migratory child means a child or youth who made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 

months: 
 

1. As a migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; or 
 

2. With, or to join, a parent or spouse who is a migratory agricultural worker or a 
migratory fisher 

 
d) Preschool means a publicly funded prekindergarten program or a Head Start program 

administered by the District and/or services under the Individuals with Disabilities Act 
administered by the District.  

 
e) Receiving school means:  

 
1. A school that enrolls students from a specified or group of preschools, elementary 

schools, middle schools, intermediate schools, or high schools; or 

 

2. A school that enrolls students from a feeder school in a neighboring local educational 

agency. 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

f) Regional placement plan means a comprehensive regional approach to the provision of 
educational placements for homeless children that has been approved by the Commissioner 
of Education.  

 
g) School district of current location means the public school district within New York State in 

which the hotel, motel, shelter or other temporary housing arrangement of a homeless child, 
or the residential program for runaway and homeless youth, is located, which is different 
from the school district of origin.  

 
h) School district of origin means the school district within New York State in which: 

 
1. The homeless child was attending a public school or preschool on a tuition-free basis 

or was entitled to attend when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 
homeless, which is different from the school district of current location; 

 
2. The child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 

homeless if the child was eligible to apply, register, or enroll in public preschool or 
kindergarten at the time the child became homeless; or 

 
3. The homeless child has a sibling who attends a school in the school district in which 

the child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 
homeless. 

 
i) School of origin means: 

 
1. The public school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the 

school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool or a charter 
school; 

 
2. The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools for a 

student in temporary housing who completes the final grade level served by the school 
of origin; and 

 
3. The public school or preschool in which the child would have been entitled or eligible to 

attend based on the child's last residence before the circumstances arose which caused the 
child to become homeless if the child becomes homeless after the child is eligible to apply, 
register, or enroll in the public preschool or kindergarten or if the child is living with a 
school-age sibling who attends school in the school district of origin.  

 
j) Unaccompanied youth means a homeless child or youth who is not in the physical custody 

of a parent or legal guardian.  
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
The McKinney-Vento Liaison for Students in Temporary Housing  
 
 The District will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other 
federal programs, as the District liaison for students in temporary housing (otherwise referred to as the 
McKinney-Vento liaison). The District's McKinney-Vento liaison serves as one of the primary contacts 
between families experiencing homelessness and school staff, district personnel, shelter workers, and 
other service providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless 
children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed. 
 
 The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must ensure that: 
 

a) Students in temporary housing are identified by school personnel and through coordination 
activities with other entities and agencies; 

 
b) Students in temporary housing enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in, 

the District's schools; 
 

c) Students in temporary housing and their families receive educational services for which they 
are eligible, including Head Start programs administered by a local educational agency, Early 
Head Start, early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, and other preschool programs administered by the District. 

 
d) Students and parents in temporary housing receive referrals to health care services, dental 

services, mental health and substance abuse services, housing services and other appropriate 
services; 

 
e) Parents or guardians of students in temporary housing are informed of the educational and 

related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their children; 

 
f) Parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth, are fully 

informed of all transportation services, including transportation to and from the school 
district of origin and are assisted in accessing transportation services; 

 
g) Disputes regarding eligibility, school selection, enrollment and/or transportation are 

mediated in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; 
 
h) Assistance in commencing an appeal, in accordance with applicable law, of a final 

determination regarding eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation is 
provided to the student in temporary housing's parent or guardian or the unaccompanied 
youth; 

 
i) A record is maintained of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation;  

 
(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 

j) Public notice of the educational rights of students in temporary housing is posted in locations 
where these students receive services, such as schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup 
kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of students in 
temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth;  

 
k) School personnel providing services to students in temporary housing receive professional 

development and other support;  
 

l) Unaccompanied youths: 
 

1. Are enrolled in school; 
 

2. Have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as the State 
establishes for other children and youth, including receiving credit for full or partial 
coursework earned in a prior school pursuant to Commissioner's regulations; and 

 
3. Are informed of their status as independent students under section 480 of the Higher 

Education Act of 1965 and that the youths may obtain assistance from the McKinney-
Vento liaison to receive verification of this status for purposes of the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA);  

 
m) School personnel, service providers, advocates working with students in temporary housing, 

parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and students in temporary housing 
are informed of the duties of the McKinney-Vento liaison; and 

 
n) Assistance with obtaining any necessary immunizations or screenings, or immunization or 

other required health records is provided to the parents or guardians of the students in 
temporary housing.  

 
School District and School Designations   
 
 A designator will make the initial decision about which school district and school a student in 
temporary housing will attend. A designator is: 
 

a) The parent or person in parental relation (guardian) to a student in temporary housing;  
 

b) The student in temporary housing, together with the McKinney-Vento liaison, in the case of 
an unaccompanied youth; or 

 
c) The director of a residential program for runaway and homeless youth, in consultation with 

the student in temporary housing, where the student is living in that program. 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 The District will ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school district of 
attendance for the student in temporary housing:  
 

a) The school district of current location; 
 

b) The school district of origin; or 
 

c) A school district participating in a regional placement plan.  
 
 The District will also ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school where a 
student in temporary housing seeks to attend:  
 

a) The school of origin; or 
 

b) Any school that permanent housed children and youth who live in the attendance area in 
which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend, including a preschool.  

 
 A student in temporary housing is entitled to attend the schools of the school district of origin 
without the payment of tuition for the duration of his or her homelessness and through the remainder of 
the school year in which the student becomes permanently housed and for one additional year if that 
year constitutes the student's terminal year in that school building, subject to a best interest 
determination. 
 
Designation/STAC 202 Form 
 
 The District will identify all students in temporary housing, and a designation form will be 
completed by the designator for all these students and any other student who claims homelessness. 
Designations must be made on the STAC 202 form provided by the Commissioner.  
 
 The appropriate designator must complete the designation form. The District makes designation 
forms available to a student in temporary housing who seeks admission to school or to the parent or 
person in parental relation who seeks to enroll the child in school.  
 
 The District will provide completed designation forms to the McKinney-Vento liaison 
immediately, but no later than two business days from the earlier date on which the child or youth either: 
 

a) Sought enrollment in school; or  
 

b) Was placed in a temporary housing facility or residential facility for runaway and homeless 

youth.  
 
Where a parent or person in parental relation or a child who is neither placed in a temporary housing 
facility by the LDSS nor housed in a residential program for runaway homeless youth, designates the 
District as the school district of current location, the District will forward to the State Education 
Department a completed designation form and a statement of the basis for its determination that the 
child is a homeless child entitled to attend the District's schools.  

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
  
Immediate Enrollment and Best Interest Determinations 
 
 Upon identification of a child who is in temporary housing and/or receipt of a completed 
designation/STAC 202 form, the District will:  
 

a) Immediately review the designation form to ensure that it has been completed and admit the 
student in temporary housing even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally 
required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, immunization 
records, proof of residency or other documentation and even if the child or youth has missed 
application deadlines;  

 
b) Determine whether the designation made by the designator is consistent with the best 

interests of the student in temporary housing. In making best interests decisions the District 
will: 

 
1. Presume that keeping the child in the school of origin is in the child's best interest, 

except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian (or youth in 
the case of an unaccompanied youth); and  

 
2. Consider student-centered factors such as the effect of mobility on student 

achievement, education, health, and safety of the child, giving priority to the wishes of 
the child's parent or guardian (or the youth, if a homeless unaccompanied youth). If the 
District determines that it is in the best interest of the student in temporary housing to 
attend a school other than the school of origin or the designated school, the District will 
provide the parent or guardian (or youth, if an unaccompanied youth) with a written 
explanation of its determination, including information about the right to appeal.  

 
c) Provide the child with access to all of the District's programs, activities and services to the 

same extent as they are provided to resident students;  
 

c) Immediately contact the school district where the child's records are located in order to 

obtain a copy of these records and coordinate the transmittal of records for students with 

disabilities pursuant to applicable laws and regulations;  
 

e) Immediately refer the parent or guardian of the student in temporary housing to the 
McKinney-Vento liaison who must assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or 
immunization or medical records if the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations or 
immunization or medical records;  

 
f) Forward the STAC 202 form to the Commissioner and the school district of origin, where 

applicable. In all cases, the District will give a copy of the completed STAC 202 form to the 
designator and keep a copy of the STAC 202 form for the District's records;  

 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

g) Arrange for transportation in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; and 
 

h) *Arrange for the child to receive free school meals.  
 
Request for Records 
 
 Within five days of receipt of a request for school records from a new school, the District will 
forward, in a manner consistent with state and federal law, a complete copy of the student in temporary 
housing's records, including, but not limited to, proof of age, academic records, evaluations, 
immunization records, and guardianship papers, if applicable. 
 
**Tuition Reimbursement 
 

The District is eligible to request reimbursement from the State Education Department for the 
direct costs of educational services to students in temporary housing that are not otherwise reimbursed 
under special federal programs, when: 
 

a) The District is either the school district of current location or a school district participating 
in a regional placement plan; 

 
b) The District is designated as the school district of attendance; and 

 
c) The school district of origin for the student in temporary housing is within New York State. 

 
All claims for reimbursement will be made on the STAC 202 form prescribed by the 

Commissioner of the State Education Department. 
In addition, the District is eligible for reimbursement for the direct costs of educational services, 
including transportation costs for students who continue enrollment in the District schools after finding 
permanent housing midyear in a different school district within New York State. In these cases, the 
District will directly bill the new district where the student permanently resides for all direct costs of 
educational services, including transportation, that are not otherwise reimbursed under special federal 
programs. 
 
Transportation Responsibilities 
 
 The LDSS is responsible for providing transportation to students in temporary housing, including 
preschool students and students with disabilities who are eligible for benefits under Social Services Law 
§350-j and placed in temporary housing arrangements outside their designated districts. Where the 
LDSS requests that the District provide or arrange for transportation for a student in temporary housing 
in the circumstances above, the District will provide or arrange for the transportation and directly bill 
the LDSS so that the district will be fully and promptly reimbursed for the cost of the transportation. 
 
*Customize to District -- Only applicable to districts which participate in federal Child Nutrition 
Programs.  
**Customize to District -- Section is not applicable to charter schools or BOCES.  
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
 If the District is the designated school district of attendance, the District will provide for the 
transportation of each student in temporary housing who is living in a residential program for runaway 
and homeless youth, including if the temporary housing is located outside the school district. The costs 
for transportation for each student in temporary housing who lives in a residential program for runaway 
youth and homeless youth located outside of the designated school district will be reimbursed by the 
State Education Department, to the extent funds are provided for the purpose, with the submission of a 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Program Form. Where the District provides 
transportation for a student living in a Runaway and Homeless Youth facility, the District will promptly 
request reimbursement using the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Form. 
 
 The District will transport any student in temporary housing to their school of origin, including 
preschools and charter schools, where it is the designated district of attendance and the student in 
temporary housing is not entitled to receive transportation from the Department of Social Services.  
 
 When the District is designated as the school district of current location for a student in temporary 
housing and the student does not attend the school of origin, the District will provide transportation on 
the same basis as it is provided to resident students, unless the local transportation policy represents a 
barrier to the student's attendance in school.  
 
 If the student in temporary housing designates the District as the school district of attendance, 
transportation will not exceed 50 miles each way, unless the Commissioner determines that it is in the 
best interest of the child. 
 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance and it has recommended the 
student in temporary housing attend a summer educational program, the district of attendance will 
provide transportation services to students in temporary housing for summer educational programs if 
the lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the program.  
 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation 
services to students in temporary housing for extracurricular or academic activities when:  
 

a) The student participates in or would like to participate in an extracurricular or academic 
activity, including an after-school activity, at the school; 

 
b) The student meets the eligibility criteria for the activity; and  

 
c) The lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the activity.  

 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation 
as described above for the duration of homelessness, unless the LDSS is responsible for providing 
transportation. After the student becomes permanently housed, the District will provide transportation 
to the school of origin until the end of the school year and for one additional year if that year constitutes 
the child's terminal year in the school building.  
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
  *Where a student in temporary housing must cross state-lines to attend a school of origin, 
the District will coordinate with the District in the neighboring state to provide transportation services 
when: 
 
a) The student is temporarily living in New York State and continues to attend school in a 
neighboring state; or 
 
b) The student is temporarily living in a neighboring state and continues to attend school in New 
York State.  
 
Dispute Resolution Process 
 
 The District has established the following procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes 
regarding school selection or enrollment of a homeless child or youth:  
 

a) The District will provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to 

appeal, to the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing, or to an 

unaccompanied youth, if the District determines that the District is not required to either 

enroll and/or transport the child or youth to the school of origin or a school requested by 

the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, or if there is a disagreement about a child's 

or youth's status as a homeless child or unaccompanied youth. The written explanation will 

be in a manner and form understandable to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth 

and will include a statement regarding the McKinney-Vento liaison's availability to help 

the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth with any appeal and the contact information 

for the liaison.  
 

b) The District will immediately enroll the student in the school in which enrollment is sought 
by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, provide transportation to the school, and 
will delay for 30 days the implementation of a final determination to decline to either enroll 
in and/or transport the student in temporary housing to the school of origin or a school 
requested by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth.  

 
c) If the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing or unaccompanied youth 

commences an appeal to the Commissioner within 30 days of such final determination, the 
student will be permitted to continue to attend the school he or she is enrolled in at the time 
of the appeal and/or receive transportation to that school pending the resolution of all 
available appeals.  

 
The McKinney-Vento Liaison's Dispute Resolution Responsibilities 
 
 The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must assist the student in temporary housing's parent or 
guardian or unaccompanied youth in bringing an appeal to the Commissioner of a final school district 
decision regarding enrollment, school selection and/or transportation. In the event of a dispute regarding 
eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation, the District's McKinney-Vento liaison 
will: 
 
*Customize to District -- Only applicable to districts near other states.  
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

a) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a copy of the form petition; 
 

b) Assist the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth in completing the form petition; 
 

c) Arrange for the copying of the form petition and supporting documents for the parent or 
guardian or unaccompanied youth, without cost to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied 
youth; 

 
d) Accept service of the form petition and supporting papers on behalf of any District employee 

or officer named as a party, or the District if it is named as a party, or arrange for service by 
mail by mailing the form petition and supporting documents to any District employee or 
officer named as a party, and, if the District is named as a party, to a person in the office of 
the Superintendent who has been designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the 
District; 

 
 e) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated 

acknowledgment verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting 
documents, and will either accept service of these documents on behalf of the District 
employee or officer or District, or effect service by mail by mailing the form petition and 
supporting documents to any District employee or officer named as a party, and, if the 
District is named as a party, to a person in the office of the Superintendent who has been 
designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the District; 

 
f) Transmit on behalf of the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, within five days after 

the service of, the form petition or any pleading or paper to the Office of Counsel, New York 
State Education Department, State Education Building, Albany, New York 12234; 

 
g) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated 

acknowledgement verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting 
documents and will transmit these documents on behalf of the parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth to the Office of Counsel, New York State Education Department, State 
Education Building, Albany, New York 12234; 

 
h) Accept service of any subsequent pleadings or papers, including any correspondence related 

to the appeal, if the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth so elects. He or she will also 
make this correspondence available to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth; and 

 
i) Maintain a record of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation 

determinations. 
 
Coordination 
 
 The District will coordinate the provision of services described in this policy with local social 
services agencies, housing providers and other agencies or programs providing services to students in 
temporary housing and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Act.  
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
The District will coordinate with other school districts on inter-district issues, such as transportation or 
transfer of school records.  
 
 The District will coordinate implementation of the above provision of services with the 
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students with disabilities. 
 
*Coordination with Title I 
 
 The District acknowledges that students in temporary housing are eligible for services under Title 
I, Part A, whether or not they live in a Title I school attendance area or meet the academic requirements 
required of other children. The District will ensure that:  
 

a) Title I, Part A funds are set aside as are necessary to provide students in temporary housing, 
who may have unique needs that differ from their permanently housed peers, with 
educationally related support services;  

 
b) Its local plan includes a description of how the plan is coordinated with McKinney-Vento; 

 
c) Its local plan describes the services provided to students in temporary housing;  

 
d) Its local plan describes the efforts it made to identify students in temporary housing, 

including unaccompanied youth, if the District reports that there are no students in temporary 
housing enrolled in the District. These efforts will include contacting the LDSS or Office of 
Children and Family Services (OCFS) to verify that there are no students in temporary 
housing in the District; and  

 
e) Its housing questionnaire asks about the living arrangements of the child or unaccompanied 

youth, including asking if he or she is living in a shelter; with relatives or others due to loss 
of housing or economic hardship; in an abandoned apartment/building; in a motel/hotel, 
camping ground, car, train/bus station or other similar situation due to the lack of alternative, 
adequate housing. Documentation of the District's efforts to identify students in temporary 
housing will be maintained on file and a copy of the housing questionnaire will also be kept 
on file. 

 
Reporting Requirements 
 
 The District will collect and transmit to the Commissioner of Education, at the time and in the 
manner as the Commissioner may require, a report containing information as the Commissioner 
determines is necessary, including the numbers of homeless students, their grade, and their nighttime 
residence. 
 
*Customize to District -- Section only applicable to districts that receive Title I funds.  
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
*Access to Free Meals  
 
 The District will provide free meals to all children identified as homeless. They do not have to 
complete a free or reduced-price meal application. When the McKinney-Vento liaison or a shelter 
director provides a child's name to the District's school food service office, free school meals will 
commence immediately. 
 
Removal of Barriers  
 
 The District will review and revise its policies that may act as barriers to the identification of 
students in temporary housing and their enrollment and retention in school, including barriers to 
enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences. 
 
Comparable Services 
 
 The District will provide services to students in temporary housing comparable to those offered to 
other students in the District, including: transportation services; educational services for which the child 
or youth meets the relevant criteria, such as services provided under Title I or similar State or local 
programs; educational programs for students with disabilities; educational programs for English 
learners; programs in career and technical education; programs for gifted and talented students; and 
school nutrition programs.  
 
Student Privacy 
 
 Information about a student in temporary housing's living situation will be treated as a student 
education record and will not be deemed to be directory information under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). A parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth may consent to the 
release of a student's address information in the same way they would for other student education records 
under FERPA.  
 
Training 
 
 All school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals 
will be trained on the requirements for enrollment of students in temporary housing. Other staff members 
including school nutrition staff, school registered professional nurses, teachers, and bus drivers will 
receive training on homelessness that is specific to their field. 
 
* Customize to District -- Section only applicable to districts which participate in federal Child Nutrition 
Programs.  
 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
  (ESSA), 42 USC § 11431 et seq. 
Education Law §§ 902(b) and 3209 
Executive Law Article 19-H 
8 NYCRR § 100.2(x) 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7511 -- Immunization of Students 
Re- Adopted: January 25, 2012          
Revised: December 7, 2016 
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                                              Page 1 of 13  

 

STUDENTS 
 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING 
 
 The Board recognizes the unique challenges that face students in temporary housing (i.e., homeless 
children and youth) and will provide these students with access to the same free and appropriate public 
education, including public preschool education, as other students, as well as access to educational and 
other services necessary to be successful in school. The District will ensure that these students are not 
separated from the mainstream school environment. The Board is also committed to eliminating barriers 
to the identification, enrollment, attendance, and success of students in temporary housing.  
 
 
Identification of Students in Temporary Housing 
 
 All districts are obligated to affirmatively identify all students in temporary housing. Therefore, 
the District will determine whether there are students in temporary housing within the District by using 
a housing questionnaire to determine the nighttime residence of all newly enrolled students and all 
students whose address changes during the school year. Not all students in temporary housing can be 
identified through social service agencies or shelters, as children may be sharing the housing of other 
persons, such as family or friends, due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or other similar reason. 
For this reason, the District uses a housing questionnaire that asks for a description of the current living 
arrangements of the child or youth to determine whether the child or youth meets the definition of a 
homeless child.  
 
 In addition to using the housing questionnaire, the District will also contact the local department 
of social services (LDSS) (i.e., the social services district) to identify students in temporary housing, as 
well as the local runaway and homeless youth shelter, and any other shelters located within District 
boundaries to ensure all students in temporary housing are properly identified and served.  
 
 
Definitions 
 

a) Feeder school means: 
 

1. A preschool whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary school or 
group of elementary schools upon completion of that preschool;  

 
2. A school whose students are entitled to attend a specified elementary, middle, 

intermediate, or high school or group of specified elementary, middle, intermediate, or 
high schools upon completion of the terminal grade of such school; or 

 
3. A school that sends its students to a receiving school in a neighboring school district. 

 
b) Homeless child means: 

 
1. A child or youth who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, 

including a child or youth who is: 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

(a) Sharing the housing of other persons due to a loss of housing, economic hardship, 
or a similar reason (sometimes referred to as "doubled-up");  

 
(b) Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of 

alternative adequate accommodations;  
 

(c) Abandoned in hospitals;   
 

(d) A migratory child who qualifies as homeless under (a), (b), or (c) of this 
subparagraph or item 2) below; or 

 
(e) An unaccompanied youth; or 

 
2. A child or youth who has a primary nighttime location that is: 

 
(a) A supervised, publicly, or privately operated shelter designed to provide 

temporary living accommodations, including, but not limited to, shelters operated 
or approved by the state or LDSS, and residential programs for runaway and 
homeless youth established in accordance with applicable law; or 

 
(b) A public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping 

accommodation for human beings, including a child or youth who is living in a 
car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train 
station, or similar setting. 

 
c) Migratory child means a child or youth who made a qualifying move in the preceding 36 

months: 
 

1. As a migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; or 
 

2. With, or to join, a parent or spouse who is a migratory agricultural worker or a 
migratory fisher 

 
d) Preschool means a publicly funded prekindergarten program or a Head Start program 

administered by the District and/or services under the Individuals with Disabilities Act 
administered by the District.  

 
e) Receiving school means:  

 
1. A school that enrolls students from a specified or group of preschools, elementary 

schools, middle schools, intermediate schools, or high schools; or 

 

2. A school that enrolls students from a feeder school in a neighboring local educational 

agency. 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 

f) Regional placement plan means a comprehensive regional approach to the provision of 
educational placements for homeless children that has been approved by the Commissioner 
of Education.  

 
g) School district of current location means the public school district within New York State in 

which the hotel, motel, shelter or other temporary housing arrangement of a homeless child, 
or the residential program for runaway and homeless youth, is located, which is different 
from the school district of origin.  

 
h) School district of origin means the school district within New York State in which: 

 
1. The homeless child was attending a public school or preschool on a tuition-free basis 

or was entitled to attend when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 
homeless, which is different from the school district of current location; 

 
2. The child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 

homeless if the child was eligible to apply, register, or enroll in public preschool or 
kindergarten at the time the child became homeless; or 

 
3. The homeless child has a sibling who attends a school in the school district in which 

the child was residing when circumstances arose that caused the child to become 
homeless. 

 
i) School of origin means: 

 
1. The public school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the 

school in which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool or a charter 
school; 

 
2. The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools for a 

student in temporary housing who completes the final grade level served by the school 
of origin; and 

 
3. The public school or preschool in which the child would have been entitled or eligible to 

attend based on the child's last residence before the circumstances arose which caused the 
child to become homeless if the child becomes homeless after the child is eligible to apply, 
register, or enroll in the public preschool or kindergarten or if the child is living with a 
school-age sibling who attends school in the school district of origin.  

 
j) Unaccompanied youth means a homeless child or youth who is not in the physical custody 

of a parent or legal guardian.  
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
The McKinney-Vento Liaison for Students in Temporary Housing  
 
 The District will designate an appropriate staff person, who may also be a coordinator for other 
federal programs, as the District liaison for students in temporary housing (otherwise referred to as the 
McKinney-Vento liaison). The District's McKinney-Vento liaison serves as one of the primary contacts 
between families experiencing homelessness and school staff, district personnel, shelter workers, and 
other service providers. The McKinney-Vento liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless 
children and youth enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed. 
 
 The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must ensure that: 
 

a) Students in temporary housing are identified by school personnel and through coordination 
activities with other entities and agencies; 

 
b) Students in temporary housing enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in, 

the District's schools; 
 

c) Students in temporary housing and their families receive educational services for which they 
are eligible, including Head Start programs administered by a local educational agency, Early 
Head Start, early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, and other preschool programs administered by the District. 

 
d) Students and parents in temporary housing receive referrals to health care services, dental 

services, mental health and substance abuse services, housing services and other appropriate 
services; 

 
e) Parents or guardians of students in temporary housing are informed of the educational and 

related opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful 
opportunities to participate in the education of their children; 

 
f) Parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth, are fully 

informed of all transportation services, including transportation to and from the school 
district of origin and are assisted in accessing transportation services; 

 
g) Disputes regarding eligibility, school selection, enrollment and/or transportation are 

mediated in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; 
 
h) Assistance in commencing an appeal, in accordance with applicable law, of a final 

determination regarding eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation is 
provided to the student in temporary housing's parent or guardian or the unaccompanied 
youth; 

 
i) A record is maintained of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation;  

 
(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 

j) Public notice of the educational rights of students in temporary housing is posted in locations 
where these students receive services, such as schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup 
kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians of students in 
temporary housing, and unaccompanied youth;  

 
k) School personnel providing services to students in temporary housing receive professional 

development and other support;  
 

l) Unaccompanied youths: 
 

1. Are enrolled in school; 
 

2. Have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as the State 
establishes for other children and youth, including receiving credit for full or partial 
coursework earned in a prior school pursuant to Commissioner's regulations; and 

 
3. Are informed of their status as independent students under section 480 of the Higher 

Education Act of 1965 and that the youths may obtain assistance from the McKinney-
Vento liaison to receive verification of this status for purposes of the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA);  

 
m) School personnel, service providers, advocates working with students in temporary housing, 

parents and guardians of students in temporary housing, and students in temporary housing 
are informed of the duties of the McKinney-Vento liaison; and 

 
n) Assistance with obtaining any necessary immunizations or screenings, or immunization or 

other required health records is provided to the parents or guardians of the students in 
temporary housing.  

 
School District and School Designations   
 
 A designator will make the initial decision about which school district and school a student in 
temporary housing will attend. A designator is: 
 

a) The parent or person in parental relation (guardian) to a student in temporary housing;  
 

b) The student in temporary housing, together with the McKinney-Vento liaison, in the case of 
an unaccompanied youth; or 

 
c) The director of a residential program for runaway and homeless youth, in consultation with 

the student in temporary housing, where the student is living in that program. 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 The District will ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school district of 
attendance for the student in temporary housing:  
 

a) The school district of current location; 
 

b) The school district of origin; or 
 

c) A school district participating in a regional placement plan.  
 
 The District will also ask the designator to designate one of the following as the school where a 
student in temporary housing seeks to attend:  
 

a) The school of origin; or 
 

b) Any school that permanent housed children and youth who live in the attendance area in 
which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend, including a preschool.  

 
 A student in temporary housing is entitled to attend the schools of the school district of origin 
without the payment of tuition for the duration of his or her homelessness and through the remainder of 
the school year in which the student becomes permanently housed and for one additional year if that 
year constitutes the student's terminal year in that school building, subject to a best interest 
determination. 
 
Designation/STAC 202 Form 
 
 The District will identify all students in temporary housing, and a designation form will be 
completed by the designator for all these students and any other student who claims homelessness. 
Designations must be made on the STAC 202 form provided by the Commissioner.  
 
 The appropriate designator must complete the designation form. The District makes designation 
forms available to a student in temporary housing who seeks admission to school or to the parent or 
person in parental relation who seeks to enroll the child in school.  
 
 The District will provide completed designation forms to the McKinney-Vento liaison 
immediately, but no later than two business days from the earlier date on which the child or youth either: 
 

a) Sought enrollment in school; or  
 

b) Was placed in a temporary housing facility or residential facility for runaway and homeless 

youth.  
 
Where a parent or person in parental relation or a child who is neither placed in a temporary housing 
facility by the LDSS nor housed in a residential program for runaway homeless youth, designates the 
District as the school district of current location, the District will forward to the State Education 
Department a completed designation form and a statement of the basis for its determination that the 
child is a homeless child entitled to attend the District's schools.  

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
  
Immediate Enrollment and Best Interest Determinations 
 
 Upon identification of a child who is in temporary housing and/or receipt of a completed 
designation/STAC 202 form, the District will:  
 

a) Immediately review the designation form to ensure that it has been completed and admit the 
student in temporary housing even if the child or youth is unable to produce records normally 
required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, medical records, immunization 
records, proof of residency or other documentation and even if the child or youth has missed 
application deadlines;  

 
b) Determine whether the designation made by the designator is consistent with the best 

interests of the student in temporary housing. In making best interests decisions the District 
will: 

 
1. Presume that keeping the child in the school of origin is in the child's best interest, 

except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the parent or guardian (or youth in 
the case of an unaccompanied youth); and  

 
2. Consider student-centered factors such as the effect of mobility on student 

achievement, education, health, and safety of the child, giving priority to the wishes of 
the child's parent or guardian (or the youth, if a homeless unaccompanied youth). If the 
District determines that it is in the best interest of the student in temporary housing to 
attend a school other than the school of origin or the designated school, the District will 
provide the parent or guardian (or youth, if an unaccompanied youth) with a written 
explanation of its determination, including information about the right to appeal.  

 
c) Provide the child with access to all of the District's programs, activities and services to the 

same extent as they are provided to resident students;  
 

c) Immediately contact the school district where the child's records are located in order to 

obtain a copy of these records and coordinate the transmittal of records for students with 

disabilities pursuant to applicable laws and regulations;  
 

e) Immediately refer the parent or guardian of the student in temporary housing to the 
McKinney-Vento liaison who must assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or 
immunization or medical records if the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations or 
immunization or medical records;  

 
f) Forward the STAC 202 form to the Commissioner and the school district of origin, where 

applicable. In all cases, the District will give a copy of the completed STAC 202 form to the 
designator and keep a copy of the STAC 202 form for the District's records;  

 
g) Arrange for transportation in accordance with applicable laws and regulations; and 
 
h) Arrange for the child to receive free school meals.  

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
Request for Records 
 
 Within five days of receipt of a request for school records from a new school, the District will 
forward, in a manner consistent with state and federal law, a complete copy of the student in temporary 
housing's records, including, but not limited to, proof of age, academic records, evaluations, 
immunization records, and guardianship papers, if applicable. 
 
Tuition Reimbursement 
 

The District is eligible to request reimbursement from the State Education Department for the 
direct costs of educational services to students in temporary housing that are not otherwise reimbursed 
under special federal programs, when: 
 

a) The District is either the school district of current location or a school district participating 
in a regional placement plan; 

 
b) The District is designated as the school district of attendance; and 

 
c) The school district of origin for the student in temporary housing is within New York State. 

 
All claims for reimbursement will be made on the STAC 202 form prescribed by the 

Commissioner of the State Education Department. 
In addition, the District is eligible for reimbursement for the direct costs of educational services, 
including transportation costs for students who continue enrollment in the District schools after finding 
permanent housing midyear in a different school district within New York State. In these cases, the 
District will directly bill the new district where the student permanently resides for all direct costs of 
educational services, including transportation, that are not otherwise reimbursed under special federal 
programs. 
 
Transportation Responsibilities 
 
 The LDSS is responsible for providing transportation to students in temporary housing, including 
preschool students and students with disabilities who are eligible for benefits under Social Services Law 
§350-j and placed in temporary housing arrangements outside their designated districts. Where the 
LDSS requests that the District provide or arrange for transportation for a student in temporary housing 
in the circumstances above, the District will provide or arrange for the transportation and directly bill 
the LDSS so that the district will be fully and promptly reimbursed for the cost of the transportation. 
 
If the District is the designated school district of attendance, the District will provide for the 
transportation of each student in temporary housing who is living in a residential program for runaway 
and homeless youth, including if the temporary housing is located outside the school district. The costs 
for transportation for each student in temporary housing who lives in a residential program for runaway 
youth and homeless youth located outside of the designated school district will be reimbursed by the 
State Education Department, to the extent funds are provided for the purpose, with the submission of a 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Program Form. Where the District provides 
transportation for a student living in a Runaway and Homeless Youth facility, the District will promptly 
request reimbursement using the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Form. 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
 If the District is the designated school district of attendance, the District will provide for the 
transportation of each student in temporary housing who is living in a residential program for runaway 
and homeless youth, including if the temporary housing is located outside the school district. The costs 
for transportation for each student in temporary housing who lives in a residential program for runaway 
youth and homeless youth located outside of the designated school district will be reimbursed by the 
State Education Department, to the extent funds are provided for the purpose, with the submission of a 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Program Form. Where the District provides 
transportation for a student living in a Runaway and Homeless Youth facility, the District will promptly 
request reimbursement using the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Transportation Form. 
 
 The District will transport any student in temporary housing to their school of origin, including 
preschools and charter schools, where it is the designated district of attendance and the student in 
temporary housing is not entitled to receive transportation from the Department of Social Services.  
 
 When the District is designated as the school district of current location for a student in temporary 
housing and the student does not attend the school of origin, the District will provide transportation on 
the same basis as it is provided to resident students, unless the local transportation policy represents a 
barrier to the student's attendance in school.  
 
 If the student in temporary housing designates the District as the school district of attendance, 
transportation will not exceed 50 miles each way, unless the Commissioner determines that it is in the 
best interest of the child. 
 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance and it has recommended the 
student in temporary housing attend a summer educational program, the district of attendance will 
provide transportation services to students in temporary housing for summer educational programs if 
the lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the program.  
 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation 
services to students in temporary housing for extracurricular or academic activities when:  
 

a) The student participates in or would like to participate in an extracurricular or academic 
activity, including an after-school activity, at the school; 

 
b) The student meets the eligibility criteria for the activity; and  

 
c) The lack of transportation poses a barrier to the student's participation in the activity.  

 
 Where the District is designated as the school district of attendance, it will provide transportation 
as described above for the duration of homelessness, unless the LDSS is responsible for providing 
transportation. After the student becomes permanently housed, the District will provide transportation 
to the school of origin until the end of the school year and for one additional year if that year constitutes 
the child's terminal year in the school building.  
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
Dispute Resolution Process 
 
 The District has established the following procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes 
regarding school selection or enrollment of a homeless child or youth:  
 

a) The District will provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to 

appeal, to the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing, or to an 

unaccompanied youth, if the District determines that the District is not required to either 

enroll and/or transport the child or youth to the school of origin or a school requested by 

the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, or if there is a disagreement about a child's 

or youth's status as a homeless child or unaccompanied youth. The written explanation will 

be in a manner and form understandable to the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth 

and will include a statement regarding the McKinney-Vento liaison's availability to help 

the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth with any appeal and the contact information 

for the liaison.  
 

b) The District will immediately enroll the student in the school in which enrollment is sought 
by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, provide transportation to the school, and 
will delay for 30 days the implementation of a final determination to decline to either enroll 
in and/or transport the student in temporary housing to the school of origin or a school 
requested by the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth.  

 
c) If the parent or guardian of a student in temporary housing or unaccompanied youth 

commences an appeal to the Commissioner within 30 days of such final determination, the 
student will be permitted to continue to attend the school he or she is enrolled in at the time 
of the appeal and/or receive transportation to that school pending the resolution of all 
available appeals.  

 
The McKinney-Vento Liaison's Dispute Resolution Responsibilities 
 
 The District's McKinney-Vento liaison must assist the student in temporary housing's parent or 
guardian or unaccompanied youth in bringing an appeal to the Commissioner of a final school district 
decision regarding enrollment, school selection and/or transportation. In the event of a dispute regarding 
eligibility, enrollment, school selection, and/or transportation, the District's McKinney-Vento liaison 
will: 
 

a) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a copy of the form petition; 
 

b) Assist the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth in completing the form petition; 
 
 c) Arrange for the copying of the form petition and supporting documents for the parent or 

guardian or unaccompanied youth, without cost to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied 
youth; 

 
(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 

d) Accept service of the form petition and supporting papers on behalf of any District employee 
or officer named as a party, or the District if it is named as a party, or arrange for service by 
mail by mailing the form petition and supporting documents to any District employee or 
officer named as a party, and, if the District is named as a party, to a person in the office of 
the Superintendent who has been designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the 
District; 

 
 e) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated 

acknowledgment verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting 
documents, and will either accept service of these documents on behalf of the District 
employee or officer or District, or effect service by mail by mailing the form petition and 
supporting documents to any District employee or officer named as a party, and, if the 
District is named as a party, to a person in the office of the Superintendent who has been 
designated by the Board to accept service on behalf of the District; 

 
f) Transmit on behalf of the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth, within five days after 

the service of, the form petition or any pleading or paper to the Office of Counsel, New York 
State Education Department, State Education Building, Albany, New York 12234; 

 
g) Provide the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth with a signed and dated 

acknowledgement verifying that he or she has received the form petition and supporting 
documents and will transmit these documents on behalf of the parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth to the Office of Counsel, New York State Education Department, State 
Education Building, Albany, New York 12234; 

 
h) Accept service of any subsequent pleadings or papers, including any correspondence related 

to the appeal, if the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth so elects. He or she will also 
make this correspondence available to the parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth; and 

 
i) Maintain a record of all appeals of enrollment, school selection, and transportation 

determinations. 
 
Coordination 
 
 The District will coordinate the provision of services described in this policy with local social 
services agencies, housing providers and other agencies or programs providing services to students in 
temporary housing and their families, including services and programs funded under the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Act.  
 
The District will coordinate with other school districts on inter-district issues, such as transportation or 
transfer of school records.  
 
 The District will coordinate implementation of the above provision of services with the 
requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for students with disabilities. 
 
 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
Coordination with Title I 
 
 The District acknowledges that students in temporary housing are eligible for services under Title 
I, Part A, whether or not they live in a Title I school attendance area or meet the academic requirements 
required of other children. The District will ensure that:  
 

a) Title I, Part A funds are set aside as are necessary to provide students in temporary housing, 
who may have unique needs that differ from their permanently housed peers, with 
educationally related support services;  

 
b) Its local plan includes a description of how the plan is coordinated with McKinney-Vento; 

 
c) Its local plan describes the services provided to students in temporary housing;  

 
d) Its local plan describes the efforts it made to identify students in temporary housing, 

including unaccompanied youth, if the District reports that there are no students in temporary 
housing enrolled in the District. These efforts will include contacting the LDSS or Office of 
Children and Family Services (OCFS) to verify that there are no students in temporary 
housing in the District; and  

 
e) Its housing questionnaire asks about the living arrangements of the child or unaccompanied 

youth, including asking if he or she is living in a shelter; with relatives or others due to loss 
of housing or economic hardship; in an abandoned apartment/building; in a motel/hotel, 
camping ground, car, train/bus station or other similar situation due to the lack of alternative, 
adequate housing. Documentation of the District's efforts to identify students in temporary 
housing will be maintained on file and a copy of the housing questionnaire will also be kept 
on file. 

 
Reporting Requirements 
 
 The District will collect and transmit to the Commissioner of Education, at the time and in the 
manner as the Commissioner may require, a report containing information as the Commissioner 
determines is necessary, including the numbers of homeless students, their grade, and their nighttime 
residence. 
 
Access to Free Meals  
 
 The District will provide free meals to all children identified as homeless. They do not have to 
complete a free or reduced-price meal application. When the McKinney-Vento liaison or a shelter 
director provides a child's name to the District's school food service office, free school meals will 
commence immediately. 
 
Removal of Barriers  
 
 The District will review and revise its policies that may act as barriers to the identification of 
students in temporary housing and their enrollment and retention in school, including barriers to 
enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or absences. 

(Continued) 
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STUDENTS 
 
SUBJECT: EDUCATION OF STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY HOUSING  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
Comparable Services 
 
 The District will provide services to students in temporary housing comparable to those offered to 
other students in the District, including: transportation services; educational services for which the child 
or youth meets the relevant criteria, such as services provided under Title I or similar State or local 
programs; educational programs for students with disabilities; educational programs for English 
learners; programs in career and technical education; programs for gifted and talented students; and 
school nutrition programs.  
 
Student Privacy 
 
 Information about a student in temporary housing's living situation will be treated as a student 
education record and will not be deemed to be directory information under the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). A parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth may consent to the 
release of a student's address information in the same way they would for other student education records 
under FERPA.  
 
Training 
 
 All school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, school social workers, and principals 
will be trained on the requirements for enrollment of students in temporary housing. Other staff members 
including school nutrition staff, school registered professional nurses, teachers, and bus drivers will 
receive training on homelessness that is specific to their field. 
 
 
 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
  (ESSA), 42 USC § 11431 et seq. 
Education Law §§ 902(b) and 3209 
Executive Law Article 19-H 
8 NYCRR § 100.2(x) 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7511 -- Immunization of Students 
 
Re- Adopted: January 25, 2012          
Revised: December 7, 2016 
Revised:     
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  # 5725 

                                            Page 1    
 

TRANSPORTATION 
  

 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE 

 

 

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) requires school districts to work with 

child welfare agencies to ensure the educational stability of children in foster care.  In New 

York State, the child welfare agency is the local department of social services (LDSS) or, 

at the state level, the Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS). 

The Levittown School District promotes the educational stability of students in foster care 

by working with students, their designated caregivers, and local departments of social 

series (LDSS) to determine the educational placement that is in the best interest of the 

student, and by providing transportation and other services consistent with applicable laws 

and regulation. 

 

Transportation Plans: 

 

1. The Levittown School District will coordinate and collaborate with the LDSS to 

make an appropriate transportation plan that supports the student’s school stability 

plan and is fair to the District’s taxpayers, consistent with the Levittown School 

District’s obligations under the federal Fostering Connections Act. 

 

2. The Levittown School district recognizes that the LDSS may have access to federal 

funds to support the student’s school stability plan, including transportation costs.  

Therefore, when there are additional costs incurred by the Levittown School district 

to provide transportation to the school of origin, the Levittown School district will 

first seek to have the LDSS agree to provide that transportation through a separate 

contract or by reimbursing the Levittown School District.  The Levittown School 

District will also consider sharing the additional cost with the LDSS or absorbing 

the full amount of the additional cost. 

 
  

 

 

Adopted:  
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TRANSPORTATION 
  

 

SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE 

 

 

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) requires school districts to work with 

child welfare agencies to ensure the educational stability of children in foster care.  In New 

York State, the child welfare agency is the local department of social services (LDSS) or, 

at the state level, the Office of Child and Family Services (OCFS). 

The Levittown School District promotes the educational stability of students in foster care 

by working with students, their designated caregivers, and local departments of social 

series (LDSS) to determine the educational placement that is in the best interest of the 

student, and by providing transportation and other services consistent with applicable laws 

and regulation. 

 

Transportation Plans: 

 

1. The Levittown School District will coordinate and collaborate with the LDSS to 

make an appropriate transportation plan that supports the student’s school stability 

plan and is fair to the District’s taxpayers, consistent with the Levittown School 

District’s obligations under the federal Fostering Connections Act. 

 

2. The Levittown School district recognizes that the LDSS may have access to federal 

funds to support the student’s school stability plan, including transportation costs.  

Therefore, when there are additional costs incurred by the Levittown School district 

to provide transportation to the school of origin, the Levittown School district will 

first seek to have the LDSS agree to provide that transportation through a separate 

contract or by reimbursing the Levittown School District.  The Levittown School 

District will also consider sharing the additional cost with the LDSS or absorbing 

the full amount of the additional cost. 

 
  

 

 

Adopted:  
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 1 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

The District will collaborate with parents and other family members to help students participating in Title 

I programs reach their full academic potential and to improve the District’s overall academic quality.  As 

part of its collaboration, the District will conduct outreach; plan and implement programs, activities, and 

procedures for parent and family member engagement; and consult meaningfully with parents and family 

members. 

 

District-Wide Parent and Family Engagement 

 To facilitate parent and family participation, the District will: 

a) Involve parents and family members in jointly developing this policy, its Title I Plan, and its 

support and improvement plans.  If the parents or family members indicate that the Title I Plan 

is not satisfactory, the District will submit their comments to the State Education Department 

along with the plan; 

 

b) Improve student academic achievement and school performance through coordination, 

providing technical assistance, and giving support necessary to assist and build the capacity of 

all participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family engagement 

activities; 

 

c) Coordinate and integrate apparent and family engagement strategies, with other relevant 

federal, state, and local programs.  Parent and family engagement activities include, but are not 

limited to, the following: parent-teacher conferences; curriculum nights for parents; open house 

nights; author visits with evening family events; annual Title I meetings for parents; Book 

Fairs; summer take-home reading packets for students and parents, and Math Nights; 

 

d) Conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual 

evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in 

improving the academic quality of its Title I schools.  The evaluation will include identifying: 

 

1. Barriers to greater participation by parents and family members in Title I activities, with 

particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have 

limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority 

background; 

 

2. The needs of parents and family members to assist with their child’s learning,  

including engaging with school personnel and teachers; and  

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 2 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

 

3. Strategies to support successful school and family interactions.  Annual evaluation of 

school and family interactions include, but are not limited to, the following: sign-in 

sheets from, open house, parent meetings, curriculum nights, and parent-teacher 

conferences.  Elementary level Committees conduct ongoing evaluation of parent and 

family participation at events, meetings, and workshops.  PTA organizations gather 

feedback from parents and seek parent input. 

 

e) Use the evaluation’s findings to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and 

family member engagement, and to revise the policy, if needed; 

 

f) Involve parents in Title I activities.  To encourage parent and family involvement through 

participation in the parent advisory board, the District will seek member representatives from 

school level groups, parents of students participating in the District’s AIS/RTI programs, and 

from the district Shared Decision-Making Committee; 

 

g) Involve parents and family members in decisions regarding how it spends funds reserved for 

parent and family engagement activities.  Budget information is shared with parents during 

annual Title I parent meetings, at District Shared Decision-Making meetings, and at PTA 

meetings.  Parents, and community members through the District Shared-Making Committee, 

have opportunities to offer suggestions for the allocation of fiscal resources. 

 

School-Level Parent and Family Member Engagement 

The Board directs each school receiving Title I funds to develop a building-level parent and family member 

engagement plan with that school’s parents and family members.  In addition to the content included above, 

each school building-level plan will: 

a) Describe how to convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to inform parents and family  

members of their school’s participation in Title I programs, to explain Title I requirements, and to 

identify the right of the parents and family members to be involved.  All parents and family 

members of these children will be invited and encouraged to attend the meeting; 

 

b) Offer flexibility in scheduling meetings, and may provide transportation to child care, or home 

visits related to parent and family member engagement, using Title I funds. 

 

c) Involve parents and family members in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in planning, 

reviewing, and improving Title I programs, including this policy; 

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 3 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

d) Provide parents and family members with timely information about programs, a description and 

explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms or academic assessment used to measure student 

progress, the achievement levels of the challenging state academic standards, and, if requested by 

parents or family members, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to 

participate indecisions relating to their child’s education.  The District will-respond to any 

suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and 

 

e) Offer additional meetings, workshops, and evening family events and activities to encourage family 

and community engagement. 

 

f) Develop a compact jointly with parents and family members that outlines how they, school staff, 

and students will share responsibility for improved student academic achievement.  The compact 

will also detail the means by which the school and parents and family members will build and 

develop a partnership to help all children achieve the state’s standards. 

 

g) Have a compact that: 

 

1. Describes the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a 

supportive and effective learning environment to enables these students to meet the challenging 

state academic standards; 

 

2. Describes the ways in which each parent or family member will be responsible for supporting 

the child’s learning; and 

 

3. Addresses the importance of communication between teachers and parents or family members 

on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum: 

 

(a) Parent or family member-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, 

during which the compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s 

achievement; 

 

(b) Frequent reports to parents and family members on the child’s progress; 

 

(c) Reasonable access to staff, schools will host curriculum nights and parent-teacher 

conferences; and 

 

(d) Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and 

school staff and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can 

understand. 

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 4 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

If the parents or family members believe that the building-level parent and family engagement plan is not 

satisfactory, the school will submit their comments when it makes the plan available to the District. 

To ensure effective involvement of parents or family members and to support a partnership among the 

school involved, parents or family members, and the community, to improve student academic 

achievement, the District and each school will maintain an active District Shared Decision-Making 

Committee, maintain active Building Level Teams with parent and community representation, and adhere 

to requirements for annual Title I Parent meetings. 

a) Provide assistance to parents or family members of children served by the District or school to 

understand topics such as the challenging state academic standards, state and local academic 

assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with 

educators to improve the achievement of the children.   

 

b) Provide materials and training to help parents or family members to work with the children to 

improve their achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education 

about the harms of copyright piracy) to foster parent and family member engagement.  Parents 

are provided a variety of training materials during kindergarten orientation; 

 

c) Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school 

leaders, with the assistance of parents or family members, in the value and utility of parent or 

family member contribution, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

parents or family members as equal partners; implement and coordinate parent or family 

member programs; and build ties between parents or family members and the school.  The 

District has established committees at the elementary level.  Teachers and administrators meet 

regularly to discuss strategies for engaging parents; 

 

d) Coordinate and integrate, to the extent feasible and appropriate, parent and family member 

engagement programs and activities with federal, state, and local programs, including public 

preschool programs that encourage and support parents and family members; 

 

e) Ensure that information related to school and parent and family member programs, meetings, 

and other activities is sent to the parents or family members or participating children in a format 

and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents or family members can understand; 

 

f) Provide other reasonable support for parent and family member engagement activities as 

parents or family members may request. 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 5 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

In addition, the district and each school may: 

a) Involve parents or family members in developing training for teachers principals, and other 

educators to improve the effectiveness of this training; 

 

b) Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parent and family member 

engagement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents and family 

members to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; 

 

c) Train parents or family members to enhance the involvement of other parents or family members; 

 

d) Arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers 

or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents or family members 

who are unable to attend these conferences at school, to maximize parent and family engagement 

and participation; 

 

e) Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent and family engagement; and 

 

f) Develop appropriate roles for community-based organization and business in parent and family 

member engagement activities. 

In carrying out the parent and family member engagement requirements the District and its schools, to the 

extent practicable, will provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family members 

(including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members 

with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information 

and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language they understand. 

 

Procedures for Filing Complaints/Appeals 

The District will have available adequate information regarding the district’s written complaint procedures 

for resolving Title I issues. 

Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child 

Left 

Behind Act of 2001 

20 United States Code (USC) Sections 6318 and 6321 

34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 74-86 and 97-99, and 200 

 

Re-Adopted: October 12, 2011 

Revised: 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 1 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

The District will collaborate with parents and other family members to help students participating in Title 

I programs reach their full academic potential and to improve the District’s overall academic quality.  As 

part of its collaboration, the District will conduct outreach; plan and implement programs, activities, and 

procedures for parent and family member engagement; and consult meaningfully with parents and family 

members. 

 

District-Wide Parent and Family Engagement 

 To facilitate parent and family participation, the District will: 

a) Involve parents and family members in jointly developing this policy, its Title I Plan, and its 

support and improvement plans.  If the parents or family members indicate that the Title I Plan 

is not satisfactory, the District will submit their comments to the State Education Department 

along with the plan; 

 

b) Improve student academic achievement and school performance through coordination, 

providing technical assistance, and giving support necessary to assist and build the capacity of 

all participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family engagement 

activities; 

 

c) Coordinate and integrate apparent and family engagement strategies, with other relevant 

federal, state, and local programs.  Parent and family engagement activities include, but are not 

limited to, the following: parent-teacher conferences; curriculum nights for parents; open house 

nights; author visits with evening family events; annual Title I meetings for parents; Book 

Fairs; summer take-home reading packets for students and parents, and Math Nights; 

 

d) Conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual 

evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in 

improving the academic quality of its Title I schools.  The evaluation will include identifying: 

 

1. Barriers to greater participation by parents and family members in Title I activities, with 

particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have 

limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority 

background; 

 

2. The needs of parents and family members to assist with their child’s learning,  

including engaging with school personnel and teachers; and  

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 2 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

 

3. Strategies to support successful school and family interactions.  Annual evaluation of 

school and family interactions include, but are not limited to, the following: sign-in 

sheets from, open house, parent meetings, curriculum nights, and parent-teacher 

conferences.  Elementary level Committees conduct ongoing evaluation of parent and 

family participation at events, meetings, and workshops.  PTA organizations gather 

feedback from parents and seek parent input. 

 

e) Use the evaluation’s findings to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent and 

family member engagement, and to revise the policy, if needed; 

 

f) Involve parents in Title I activities.  To encourage parent and family involvement through 

participation in the parent advisory board, the District will seek member representatives from 

school level groups, parents of students participating in the District’s AIS/RTI programs, and 

from the district Shared Decision-Making Committee; 

 

g) Involve parents and family members in decisions regarding how it spends funds reserved for 

parent and family engagement activities.  Budget information is shared with parents during 

annual Title I parent meetings, at District Shared Decision-Making meetings, and at PTA 

meetings.  Parents, and community members through the District Shared-Making Committee, 

have opportunities to offer suggestions for the allocation of fiscal resources. 

 

School-Level Parent and Family Member Engagement 

The Board directs each school receiving Title I funds to develop a building-level parent and family member 

engagement plan with that school’s parents and family members.  In addition to the content included above, 

each school building-level plan will: 

a) Describe how to convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to inform parents and family  

members of their school’s participation in Title I programs, to explain Title I requirements, and to 

identify the right of the parents and family members to be involved.  All parents and family 

members of these children will be invited and encouraged to attend the meeting; 

 

b) Offer flexibility in scheduling meetings, and may provide transportation to child care, or home 

visits related to parent and family member engagement, using Title I funds. 

 

c) Involve parents and family members in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in planning, 

reviewing, and improving Title I programs, including this policy; 

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 3 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

d) Provide parents and family members with timely information about programs, a description and 

explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms or academic assessment used to measure student 

progress, the achievement levels of the challenging state academic standards, and, if requested by 

parents or family members, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to 

participate indecisions relating to their child’s education.  The District will-respond to any 

suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and 

 

e) Offer additional meetings, workshops, and evening family events and activities to encourage family 

and community engagement. 

 

f) Develop a compact jointly with parents and family members that outlines how they, school staff, 

and students will share responsibility for improved student academic achievement.  The compact 

will also detail the means by which the school and parents and family members will build and 

develop a partnership to help all children achieve the state’s standards. 

 

g) Have a compact that: 

 

1. Describes the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a 

supportive and effective learning environment to enables these students to meet the challenging 

state academic standards; 

 

2. Describes the ways in which each parent or family member will be responsible for supporting 

the child’s learning; and 

 

3. Addresses the importance of communication between teachers and parents or family members 

on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum: 

 

(a) Parent or family member-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, 

during which the compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s 

achievement; 

 

(b) Frequent reports to parents and family members on the child’s progress; 

 

(c) Reasonable access to staff, schools will host curriculum nights and parent-teacher 

conferences; and 

 

(d) Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and 

school staff and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can 

understand. 

 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 4 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

If the parents or family members believe that the building-level parent and family engagement plan is not 

satisfactory, the school will submit their comments when it makes the plan available to the District. 

To ensure effective involvement of parents or family members and to support a partnership among the 

school involved, parents or family members, and the community, to improve student academic 

achievement, the District and each school will maintain an active District Shared Decision-Making 

Committee, maintain active Building Level Teams with parent and community representation, and adhere 

to requirements for annual Title I Parent meetings. 

a) Provide assistance to parents or family members of children served by the District or school to 

understand topics such as the challenging state academic standards, state and local academic 

assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with 

educators to improve the achievement of the children.   

 

b) Provide materials and training to help parents or family members to work with the children to 

improve their achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including education 

about the harms of copyright piracy) to foster parent and family member engagement.  Parents 

are provided a variety of training materials during kindergarten orientation; 

 

c) Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school 

leaders, with the assistance of parents or family members, in the value and utility of parent or 

family member contribution, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

parents or family members as equal partners; implement and coordinate parent or family 

member programs; and build ties between parents or family members and the school.  The 

District has established committees at the elementary level.  Teachers and administrators meet 

regularly to discuss strategies for engaging parents; 

 

d) Coordinate and integrate, to the extent feasible and appropriate, parent and family member 

engagement programs and activities with federal, state, and local programs, including public 

preschool programs that encourage and support parents and family members; 

 

e) Ensure that information related to school and parent and family member programs, meetings, 

and other activities is sent to the parents or family members or participating children in a format 

and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents or family members can understand; 

 

f) Provide other reasonable support for parent and family member engagement activities as 

parents or family members may request. 

(continued) 
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LEVITTOWN SCHOOLS  
 POLICY  #8260  

                                            Page 5 of 5    

 

INSTRUCTION 
 

SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT (Cont’d) 

In addition, the district and each school may: 

a) Involve parents or family members in developing training for teachers principals, and other 

educators to improve the effectiveness of this training; 

 

b) Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parent and family member 

engagement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents and family 

members to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; 

 

c) Train parents or family members to enhance the involvement of other parents or family members; 

 

d) Arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers 

or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents or family members 

who are unable to attend these conferences at school, to maximize parent and family engagement 

and participation; 

 

e) Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent and family engagement; and 

 

f) Develop appropriate roles for community-based organization and business in parent and family 

member engagement activities. 

In carrying out the parent and family member engagement requirements the District and its schools, to the 

extent practicable, will provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family members 

(including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members 

with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information 

and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language they understand. 

 

Procedures for Filing Complaints/Appeals 

The District will have available adequate information regarding the district’s written complaint procedures 

for resolving Title I issues. 

Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child 

Left 

Behind Act of 2001 

20 United States Code (USC) Sections 6318 and 6321 

34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 74-86 and 97-99, and 200 

 

Re-Adopted: October 12, 2011 

Revised: 
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2018 Resignations, Non-Instructional Personnel

Board Meeting Date:  July 18, 2018

EFFECTIVE  

NAME AREA LOCATION DATE COMMENT

1. John Bacigalupo Asst. Head Custodian Northside 7/15/2018 Resignation

2. Michael Ferrara FT Cleaner Salk 7/16/2018 Resignation

3. Charlene Drewes Pr. Account Clerk LMEC - Human Resources 12/30/2018 Retirement

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:______________________________________________________________________
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Designation, Consultants

Board Meeting Date:  July 18, 2018  

NAME TOPIC/SCHOOL EFFECTIVE SALARY CODE

DATE

1. Susan Litwin Administrative Experience Smmer 2018 N/A N/A

Wisdom Lane

2. Gail Fagan Clerical Support/Training Summer 2018 $36.36 A20201840

MacArthur H. S. (15 hours)

1004

DATE APPROVED:_________________________________DISTRICT CLERK:_____________________________________________________________
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2018 Appointments, Summer School

Board Meeting Date:  July 18, 2018  

Summer School

1. Dawn Feldman Hall Monitor $22.39/hr.

2. Corey McQuade Hall Monitor $14.11/hr.

In order to be eligible for tenure, an individual receiving a probationary appointment as a classroom teacher or building principal must receive annual

composite or overall APPR ratings of "Highly Effective" or "Effective" in at least three of the four preceding years, and if the individual receives a rating

of "Ineffective" in the final year of the probationary period, he or she will not be eligible for tenure at that time.eligible for tenure at this time.
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DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:______________________________________________________________________
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2018 Appointments, Non-Instructional Personnel

Board Meeting Date: July 18, 2018  

EFFECTIVE  

NAME AREA STEP SALARY LOCATION DATE REPLACING

FULL TIME APPTS.

1. Chris Angyal Security Aide 1 $24,733.00 MacArthur 9/4/2018

A16221600

2. Kristen Birdie Reg. Prof. School Nurse 2 $41,320.00 East Broadway 9/5/2018 Ragen Ryan

A28151510

3.* Douglas Koch Head Custodian II 20 $75,286.00 Division Ave 8/1/2018 Larry Diaz

A16201630

4. Christopher Mormino Security Aide 2 $25,722.00 Wisdom Lane 9/4/2018

A16221600

PART TIME APPTS.

1.** Scott Haas Bus Driver 9 $19.14 Transportation 7/1/2018 Mary Grasso

A55101600

*Douglas Koch going from Head Custodian I to Head Custodian II

**Scott Haas going from 6 hours to 4 hours

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:______________________________________________________________________
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2018 Appointments,  Administrators

Board Meeting Date:  July 18, 2018  

NAME AREA SALARY EFFECTIVE REPLACING

1. Amy O'Grady Secondary Assistant Principal Salk M. S. 1 $134,320 July 1, 2018 Mulligan

$5,648 (SAP stipend)

$139,968

2. Susan Farber Director of Pupil Services LMEC 6 $172,301 July 1, 2018 Clarification of title

3. John Avena Alternative High School Program - Supervisor $8,000 July 1, 2018

4. Kenneth Walden Adult Education Coodinator $8,712 July 1, 2018

5. Michael Gattus LAMP Program Coordinator $11,027 July 1, 2018

6. James Centonze LAP Program Coordinator $16,000 July 1, 2018

7. Mary Basile Director of Dance Program $7,000 July 1, 2018

8. Lois Chiarello Assistant Director of Dance Program $4,000 July 1, 2018

9. Julie Joshuakutty Speech Facilitator $5,000 July 1, 2018

10. Jami Anspach Assistant Director of STEAM & Elementary Mathematics 4 $142,520 July 1, 2018 Towers

In order to be eligible for tenure, an individual receiving a probationary appointment as a classroom teacher or building principal must receive annual composite  

or overall APPR ratings of "Highly Effective" or "Effective" in at least three of the four preceding years, and if the individual receives a rating of "Ineffective"

in the final year of the probationary period, he or she will not be eligible for tenure at this time.

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:______________________________________________________________________
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2018 Appointments,  Administrators

Board Meeting Date:  July 18, 2018  

11. Joelle Andres Special Education Chairperson Division MA + 30 3 $82,974 TBD Wang

$15,167 (Chair stipend)

$98,141

12. Jaclyn Guidice Secondary Assistant Principal Division Masters 2 $137,145 TBD Rusch

$5,648 (SAP stipend)

$142,793

13. Milton Josephs Assistant Principal Abbey/ Masters 2 $125,973 TBD Anspach

E. Broadway

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:______________________________________________________________________
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Appointments,  Certified Personnel

Board Meeting Date:   July 18, 2018  

The following teachers are being granted Jarema credit towards tenure for having received tenure in other districts:

1. Carri DaRin 9/1/18 - 9/1/21

2. Marissa Hall 9/1/18 - 9/1/21

3. Derek Pearce 9/1/18 - 9/1/21

Probationary Teachers:

Name Tenure Area Certification Step Level Salary School Dates Replacing:

4. Christine Bodendorf Teaching Assist. Level III 3 3 $24,995 Summit Lane 9/1/18 Riggs

$500 (60 + credits)

$6,500 (computer stipend)

$31,995

5. Megan Bastos Music Initial 3 Masters $77,635 East Broadway 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 Titone

6. Lauren Reganato Voc. Ed - Culinary Professional 8 Masters $90,003 GC Tech 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 Samboy

7. Robert Storrie English Initial 3 Bachelors $67,210 Wisdom 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 O'Grady

8. Keelyn Costello Teaching Assist. Level III 2 3 $24,505 Summit Lane 9/1/18 -*9/1/21 Bodendorf

$500 (60 + credits)

$25,005

*Ms. Costello previously received tenure in our District as a teaching assistant.

9. Scott Downs Police Science Initial 2 MA + 30 $79,295 GC Tech 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 MacKay

10. Brett Ellers Teaching Assist. Initial 1 Level III $24,024 Division 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 Larkin

$500

$24,524

In order to be eligible for tenure, an individual receiving a probationary appointment as a classroom teacher or building principal must receive annual composite 

or overall APPR ratings of "Highly Effective" or "Effective" in at least three of the four preceding years, and if the individual receives a rating of "Ineffective"

in the final year of the probationary period, he or she will not be eligible for tenure at this times.

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:____________________________________________________
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Appointments,  Certified Personnel

Board Meeting Date:   July 18, 2018

11. Danielle Bantileskas Social Worker Permanent 2 MA + 30 $79,295 East Broadway 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 Enrollment

12. Genevieve Pannell ENL Professional 2 Masters $74,175 Summit 9/1/18 - 9/1/22 Gradiscaj

IT IS RECOMMENDED BY THE AUDITOR THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE FOLLOWING VOCATIONAL EDUCATION  STIPENDS FOR EXTRA HOURS

NECESSARY FOR STUDENTS TO COMPLETE COSMETOLOGY REQUIREMENTS.  THIS STIPEND HAS EXISTED FOR 15+ YEARS AND HAS BEEN

PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED WITH THE BOARD OF ED:

13. Grace Emmerich Teacher $6,983

14. Nancy Stine Teacher $11,582

15. Debra Balducci Teaching Assist. $2,871

16. Sabrina Hyland Teaching Assist. $2,371

Part-time Teachers:

17. Christopher Mullin Voc Ed Initial 1 Bachelors $61,958 x .5 GC Tech 9/1/18 - TBD Lilly

Const. Mgmt. $30,979

18. Mary Kate Darstein Foreign Initial 3 Masters $77,635 x .6 .2 Salk / .4 Division 9/1/18 - TBD Enrollment

Language $46,581

19. Susan Casey English Transitional B 1 Bachelors $61,958 x .8 Salk M. S. 9/1/18 - TBD Witte

$49,566

Leave Replacement Teachers:

20. Katherine Whitebread ENL Initial 1 Masters $71,718 Abbey/Salk M. S. 9/1/18 - TBD Capizzano

21. Chava Langer Speech Initial 1 Masters $71,718 Salk M. S. 9/1/18 - TBD Kourkoumelis

1002.1

DATE APPROVED:_____________________________________________      DISTRICT CLERK:____________________________________________________
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