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Levittown Council of PTAs 

General Membership Meeting 

November 17, 2011 

Minutes 

Call to Order 7:35 

President’s report- Esta filled in for Cindy. Report attached.  

1st VP - Information from Convention for Presidents. PTA By-Laws are done on-line now. Adopt a family envelope being 
passed around if interested. Thanks to all for the donations for the food pantry.  

2nd VP - Council directory was sent out to units –anticipates some changes. 

Recording Secretary - Minutes approved from October 2011 meeting.  

Corresponding Secretary – Congratulations card was sent to Michelle Gartleman for her new baby. We received thank 
you cards from the Mazza Family & Dr. Grossane. 

Treasurer’s Report- See report attached.   
October monthly audit was conducted tonight by Eileen Petrullo & all was in found in order. 
 
Historian - No Report. 

Superintendent’s Report- Dr. Grossane reported that Newsday reported on the DAHS Wizards fundraising event & 
Newsday will appear at the Levittown Food Pantry housed at Wisdom Lane Middle School to help make the community 
& the public aware.  
We are one of 9 districts on LI selected for the AP Honor College Board distinction – which is a very prestigious 
achievement. It shows not only that we have many courses at the AP level, but that we score very well. We are one of 
only 300 districts nationwide to be part of this distinction. 
 
Superintendent conference day featured the Common Core curriculum changes. Expectations of students will increase. 
Right now the focus will be on the Math & English language arts for the elementary level & on the secondary level. The 
work load will be more challenging than in years past to ready the child for any given path they choose later in life. 
There will be a general shift from an all Literature based curriculum on the elementary level to one that shares about 
50/50 with non-fiction and factual materials. By the time it hits the high schools, it will be more 70% factual & 30% 
literary split. There will be significant staff development & training to prepare for the requirements for the writing & 
research in all content areas on the secondary level. The changes will come next school year & the following year.  
 
APPR – evaluations of principals & teachers, everyone will get a score. In conversations with the teachers’ union & 
administrative association trying to select a process for determining what supervision should be. Teachers will be told 
what they can expect to be an effective teacher. The state is putting out a system that will rate teachers as ineffective, 
developing, effective & highly effective. The scoring will be a total of 100% with components made up of 40% based on  
students performance, 20% based on the students assessment, 20% based on local measures of assessment. The other 
60% will be observing the teachers not just once but several times throughout. The state however is setting up the 
assessment so that everyone will be “effective” teachers, which is a really good thing. It means the teachers are doing 
exactly what they are supposed to be doing.  It’s virtually impossible to be rated “highly effective” as a teacher.  
Dr. Grossane warns that what appears in the media does not always portray accurately what is happening in the district.  
 
Buses are 99.7% on time, added more routes and changed some around to move more quickly. We had a consultant in 
for 3 days – looking in to make our routing more effective. 
 
Dr. Grossane asked the IT dept. to do a survey on how many Smartboards there are in the elementary & secondary 
levels. Discussions were held with representatives from Nassau BOCES. The equipment will be purchased through 
Nassau BOCES in which we get some of the money back. The board has approved for Sept. to have a Smartboard in 
every classroom in the district.  
Research & planning for the DAHS cafeteria. Appropriate funding was found for it. No Bond issue is necessary. 
Updates in all cafeterias will be in a 5 year plan.  
 
Piloting the NWEA testing. Definitely in grades 4 & 5, possibly in grades 6 & 7. It is a computerized test that shows 
growth of the student. 
 
Refresh students on “stranger danger”. Nothing happened but just a reminder.  
Committee Reports 
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Arts in Education- Gardiners had a successful program to kick off Get a voice. *East Broadway had an anti-bullying 
program – Hip Pickles.   *Lee Road is having 2 events for character education. 
All presidents please email their A& E chair information. 
 
Audit- No Report.  
 
Council Budget- Pete Calabrese is the chair. Passing around a sign-up sheet for Presidents to advise who their unit 
representative is for this committee. This committee wants to get started soon. 

Elementary Curriculum- See attached report. 

Health, Safety, and Environment- Margaret Costa is chairperson. She is in the process contacting the Asst. Supt. to 
schedule a meeting.  

Legislation - See report attached. 

Procedures - No report. 

Secondary Curriculum -  See report attached.  

GC Tech - No report. 

Special Committees 

Nominating - Esta is chairperson. Each unit President is usually on the committee with the Co-President as an alternate.  

Reflections - Drop off is Wednesday Nov. 30 & Thursday Dec 1st from 6pm to 8:30 pm @ Brookside School in N. Merrick. 
Pick up is Tuesday Dec 14th @ same location. The student entry form is required for every submission. New this year is a 
consent forms which are required for every student’s face that is recognizable in a submission. These forms are all on-
line. DAHS entry from last year is on this year’s convention calendar.  

Scholarship Dinner Dance - See report attached. 

 

Liaisons 

Capital Project/Bond Watcher: No Report 

Dollars for Scholars - The next meeting is this coming Monday 11/21. A lot of new faces are attending our meetings & 
new fundraising ideas are coming up. By next council meeting, information about community mailings will be given.  

Food Service- See report attached.  

SEPTA- See report attached.  

Teachers Center - No report. 

Transportation - Chairperson needed. 

Wellness – See report attached. 

New Business  

Senior Citizen Prom – volunteers needed, it will be held on May 11.  

Note Upcoming Events on the back of the agenda. 

Adjourned   8:32pm   - 

Minutes prepared by Eileen Petrullo 






























