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Levittown Council of PTAs 

General Membership Meeting 

January 17, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order 7:32. Pledge of Allegiance.  Attendance was taken, a quorum was established. 

Moment of silence for the troops fighting for us to keep us safe.  

Welcome Mr. Pappas – BOE President 

Recording Secretary ~ November minutes approved as written. 

Treasurers’ report ~ - Report attached. The accounts were audited tonight by Marie Andreski & all was 
found to be in order. A correction was made to the treasurer’s report from last month. 

Important note about Book Fairs. Under no circumstances do you give Scholastic get a resale 
certificate or a tax exempt certificate. Sales tax has to be submitted to Scholastic. It can be handled one 
of 2 ways, either receive the full amount of profit from your book fair which means the parents/students 
pay the sales tax at the point of sale, or you decrease your profit by not charging the parent/student, 
therefore absorbing the sales tax and the unit pays the sales tax out of the profit realized. When 
submitting payment to Scholastic it should be in two (2) checks.  

1. A check for the amount of books sold. 
2. A check for the sales tax of the books sold. The memo section of this check 

MUST say Sales Tax in order for it to be properly recorded that sales tax was 
indeed paid by your unit. 

President’s Report ~ Report attached. 

1st VP Report ~ 2 handouts passed around for presidents only. 

Adopt-a-family – 227 individuals were helped. The feedback from the families & social workers was 
wonderful!   
Please turn off your cell phones during the meeting. 
 
2nd VP Report ~Swirls & Twirls – a $700 check was deposited, they were willing to do it again. 
 Q. - What is the money used for? A. To help with the Senior Awards. 
 Liz Kirk made a motion to have Swirls & Twirls as a spring fundraiser and to create a line in the budget 
for monies received. Laura Brown seconded it, no discussion, motion passed. 
 
Corresponding Secretary ~ No Report. 

Historian’s Report ~ No report. 

Superintendent Report ~ Mrs. Rifkin sat in for Dr. Grossane. Mrs. Rifkin spoke of security of the district. 
All classrooms doors are kept in the locked position, in case of emergency. Some new immediate 
measures are now in place. All the exterior doors are locked, including the middle & high schools. All 
drop offs (ie: lunches, books etc) are being handed to the monitor, not any further. Visitors are being 
asked for ID & are required to get a visitors pass to wear. These are the immediate steps but the district 
is planning much more in the future. A full presentation will be done at the BOE planning session on 
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1/23/13. The administration wants to give the community/students/teachers a sense of security in our 
schools. 

Maureen Sawula was stopped at East Broadway and was asked to provide IDs for her Girl Scout troop. 
She told them they did not, (A)It was not issued at Salk & (B) she had the proper paperwork for the room 
she was using. Mrs. Rifkin stated that was school specific & she would look into it. She did mention that 
district ID’s would be a topic covered in the presentation at the planning session. 
Esta Lachow asked Mrs. Rifkin to look at the cafeteria doors also while they were reviewing the schools 
for security. She was told by a parent that the cafeteria doors facing the parking lot at Gardiners Avenue 
were unlocked & anyone could walk in. 
 
Guest Speaker – Alan Levin from Chartwells ~ He discussed the food restrictions set upon him by the 
USDA. The regulations are a little relaxed as the secondary schools are allowed a white flour pizza in 
addition to the whole flour option. In the secondary schools, the salad bar is available every day. 
Elementary schools are much more limited with very little wiggle room. In the coming year, all grains 
must be whole grain. Mr. Levin is trying to make a menu as close as possible to last years’ menu even 
with the restrictions in place. The student lunch count is slowly increasing. Fruits &/or vegetables are 
required for the lunch reimbursable meal.  
 Q.  Is the salad bar being offered at MacArthur? What are the calories allowed at the HS level? 
  A. It is at the deli bar & 850 max. 
Lisa Curran thanked Alan Levin for all his hard work. 
 Q. Are the servers district employees or Chartwells employees? If a child forgets to pick up their 
water when purchasing the meal, why do they get charged for that same water when trying to retrieve 
it? 

A. Chartwells employees but district residents. It is not a requirement of the USDA to part of the 
reimbursable meal; it must be taken at time of purchase otherwise they have to pay for it. 
The water given to the secondary students is a 16 oz bottle, not the 8 oz bottle recommended. 

SEPTA ~ Report attached.  

 
Committee Reports: 

Audit ~ No Report. 

Arts & Ed ~Report attached  

Council Budget ~ Report attached. Esta Lachow reminded Maria that the committee needs to present to 
Council before presenting to the BOE.  

Elementary Curriculum ~ Report attached. 

Health & Safety ~ Report attached. A question was raised about all or one window in each classroom 
has to have a screen? – It is just one window that has to have a screen. Before Dr. Sirios left there was 
an understanding that at least 4 windows would have screens (not including the fire window), that’s not 
the case so we’re back to square one. Updates are in the process of collecting information regarding the 
screens. The screens are for the bugs not meant for security. 
 Q. Are the walkie talkies being updated? 
 A.  Yes, Mr. Hahn is looking into updating them. 
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Legislation ~ No Report. 

Secondary Curriculum ~ Report attached.  

Dollars for Scholars ~ Report attached. 

Food Service ~ Report attached.  

GC Tech ~ Report attached. 

LEADD walk ~ Report attached. 

Teacher’s Center~ Report attached. 

Transportation~ No Report. 

Reflections – Drop off was here at LMEC last week. Consensus was to keep it here permanently. Pick is 

next Tuesday. Please let Debbie know if you cannot pick up & she’ll make arrangements with you. 

Wellness ~ Report attached. Esta Lachow mentioned that Pat Genco & Lisa Curran are meeting with Dr. 

Grossane in the very near future & she asks keeping the topic open. She recommends that PTA Council 

and all PTA units be removed as liaisons to the Wellness committee. Lisa & Esta explained that the same 

issues have been presented year after year with no resolutions, frustration levels are very high. Debbie 

Rifkin feels confident that a resolution could be found. Q. Who makes up this committee? A.  

Community members, each PTA unit, health teachers, physical education teachers, principals, social 

workers, Alan from Chartwells are all on it. This is a federally mandated committee. PTA is supposed to 

be part of this committee.  

Honorary Life/Senior Awards – Report attached. 

ByLaws ~ Report attached. Angela List made a motion to accept the proposed Bylaws changes as stated. 
Maureen Sawula seconded, no further discussion, motion passed. 

Meet the Candidates ~ No Report. 

Nominating ~ Report attached.  
 Q. For a nomination for the incoming slate, does that person have to have been a president of a 
unit? 
 A. Yes, the person must have been a past or current president & also a member of contributing 
to PTA Council this past year. 
 
Old Business ~  
 
New Business~ DAHS is holding a collection “Teens for Jeans” for homeless teens; they are having their 
annual Sweeps fundraiser on March 8th. Admission is $5.  
Abbey Lane is holding their annual fundraiser at Verdi’s Restaurant on March 16th. 
Community Recognition dinner is recognizing PTA as a whole. It is being held on March 14th. It is an 
allowable expense by each unit. Please come! 
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Please note dates to remember on the back of agenda. 

Meeting adjourned 9:25pm 

Minutes prepared by Eileen Petrullo 

                                                                                                                                                    




























































