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Levittown Council of PTAs 

General Membership Meeting 

April 18, 2013 

 

Meeting called to order 7:35. Pledge of Allegiance.  Attendance was taken, a quorum was established. Moment of 

silence for the people of Boston & Texas & the people that protect us. 

Recording Secretary ~ Minutes were approved for February & March. 

Treasurers’ Report ~- Report attached. The accounts were audited tonight by Donna Waitkus & all was found to be 
in order.  
 
Superintendent Report ~ Testing is being done this week, the tests are far more rigorous than in the past. Within 
the testing, we found that the same reading passage was in the 3 different grade levels. The readability was 
challenging. The state’s rational in doing that was they are trying to vertically align. There were multiple questions 
that were very similar in multiple grade levels. The tests were very different than what we had seen before. Some 
kids did meet with frustration, they made their best efforts & not everyone finished. SED has asked for comments 
back. Math is next week. We are one in only five schools that was asked to be tested using the common core 
standards.  
Budget planning session & hearing was last night. Dr. Grossane feels they are very close to agreeing upon a tax 
levy. This year the teachers’ retirement system increased by 4 million dollars. The budget was presented to the 
board with a 2.94 increase but it could go up to 3.54 or less. Next BOE meeting, they will be voting & adopting on a 
budget.  
A presentation was given by our outside auditors, basically saying, while we are currently in better financial shape 
than some other districts, we are reaching a crossroads next year. Next year’s budget will be the first year that we 
will not be able to replace the money taken out of reserve. So we would be operating at an operational deficit. He 
felt that it might be around 4 million dollars, which is manageable, but to proceed with caution so it doesn’t 
increase any further than that. We are being frugal this year because the larger the surplus is at the end of this 
year, the less the deficit will be. It is just a realistic picture that will be coming down the road for our district.  
Please attend the BOE meeting next Wednesday. 
 Q.  Does the district do a 5 year plan?  
 A. Yes, it does. Currently in negotiating with our unions. 
 Q. Was there a tally kept on what schools had how many children opt-out of the testing? 
 A. Yes, there was a tally kept, it won’t impact any school as far as AYP, with the exception of Salk. Salk had 
a large number of students in the 8

th
 grade. We’re still not sure what the state will do, we’re hopeful that they 

won’t penalize our Title 1 money. We have to wait and see what the state does.  
 Q. Don’t these tests effect the placement of honor students? 

 A. Placement in honors classes is not solely based on the state assessments. It is part of a matrix that is 

used to determine if a child should be in honors or not. It is supposed to be guidance on how the child is doing.  

 Q.  If a child does poorly on these tests, they will then require services (ie: AIS), which costs money. How is 

the district going to pay for this? 

 A.  Yes, the district would be mandated to give that child services. It would have to come from 

somewhere since the services are an unfunded mandate.  

Mr.Lipani will be giving his presentation which is open to all parents rather than going to each unit. It will be held 
on May 6, 2013.  
Reminder - the budget newsletter will be sent out. This year, however, the Public library has exercised their right 
to have the library vote on the same day as the school budget vote. The other thing on the ballot this year is asking 
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the voters for approval of a capital reserve fund. It enables us to take capital projects out of the budget & putting 
in reserves.  
 
President’s Report ~ Report attached. Welcome Mr. Moran & Mr. Porazzo of the BOE. 

1st VP Report ~No Report. 

2
nd

 VP Report ~No Report. 
 
Corresponding Secretary ~ No Report. 

Historian’s Report ~ No report. 

Committee Reports: 

Audit ~ No Report 

Arts in Education ~Report attached. BOCES rebate checks were received today. 

Council Budget ~ No Report  

Elementary Curriculum ~ Report attached.  
 Motion made by Laura Brown asking for the elementary & secondary curriculum reports to be forwarded 
to the unit presidents after the monthly Council meetings. Seconded by Maria Xenios. Some discussion, motion 
passed. 
 
Health, Safety & Environment~ Report attached.  

 Q. – Why is there is only one night for the pre-prom workshop at each high school? 

 A.  You can attend either high school’s workshop, or contact the school & make an appt. to view the 

video.  

 

PTA Memorial Senior Award ~ Report attached. 

Legislation ~ No Report  

Secondary Curriculum ~ Report attached. 

Procedures ~ No Report.  

SEPTA ~ Report attached. 

Capital Bond Watcher/Projects ~ No Report. 

Dollars for Scholars ~ No Report, next meeting on May 13
th

 @ 7pm. 

Food Service ~ Report attached.  

 Q. Can the discarded fruit & vegetables be donated to the food pantry than thrown out? 

 A. Dr. Grossane said he agreed & would look into it. 

 

GC Tech ~ No Report. 

 

LEADD walk ~ Very nice day, well attended.  
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Teacher’s Center~ No Report. 

Transportation~ No Report. 

Budget ~ No Report. 

Honorary Life/Senior Awards – Report attached.  

ByLaws ~ No Report. 

Meet the Candidates ~ May 2
nd

 ,  

Wellness ~ No Report. 

 

Old Business ~ No Report. 

 
New Business~ Calendar/Directory for 2013/2014 – requested to meet after tonight’s meeting to go the dates for 
the next school years’ calendar dates. 
East Broadway shared with Wisdom their agenda books company. The price was very good compared to in years’ 
past. 
Wisdom was hosting the Faculty Concert on Friday night. 
Dr. Lipani will be conducting his presentation on the state tests/common core on May 6

th
 at Wisdom for all 

Levittown residents. 
 
Please note dates to remember on the back of agenda. 

Meeting adjourned 9:21 pm 

Minutes prepared by Eileen Petrullo 

                                                                                                                                                    














































