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AP United States History Summer Assignment 
 
The AP United States History course is far and away the most difficult Social Studies course offered at Division 

Avenue High School.  We have to cover twice the amount of material that is covered in other courses, and we 

have to have it done in time for the AP Exam in May. 

 

In order to accelerate our coverage of the material in this course, you will be required to complete the following 

summer assignment.  Please keep in mind that this is a required assignment.  Partially completed and late work 

will not be accepted and your first quarter grade will be adversely impacted.  You must complete this 

assignment without any consultation or assistance from other students. 

 

Each student must read and highlight the following chapters: 

 
United States History: Preparing for the Advancement Placement Examination:  

 

Chapter 1 – A New World of Many Cultures, 1491-1607 (1-13) 

Chapter 2 – The Thirteen Colonies and the British Empire, 1607-1754 (23-38) 

Chapter 30 – Conservative Resurgence, 1980-2000 (653-678) 

 
 

Assignment due date: First Day of School 

September 2, 2025 

 

***Summer assignment test date:  

Exam will be given first week of school  

Friday September 5, 2025 

 

 

Contact Information: gsagistano@levittownschools.com) 
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Chapter 1 – A New World of Many Cultures, 1491-1607 

 

Directions:  All work is to be hand-written and in your own words. 

As you read the chapter, process and analyze what you read by answering the questions below.  

It is extremely important for you to be able to explain the significance of events and/or their 

relationship to larger concepts and trends. 

 

Questions: 

1) In what ways did native peoples transform the environment prior to European colonization?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Identify one key element of similarity and one key difference between societies that developed in 

Central America and South America to those that developed in North America. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

3) Explain the significance of the difference between Central/South America and North America. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) How did new technology enable Christopher Columbus to dominate the “New World?” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

5) Explain three main effects of Europe’s expanding trade in the 15th century.  What effect was most 

significant?  Explain your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) How did European expansion impact European society? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

7) How did European expansion impact Native American society? Which of these consequences were the 

most significant?  Explain your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Identify three major consequences of European contact with American Indians?Which of these were the 

most significant?  Explain your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

9) In what ways was English policy toward Native Americans different from those of France and Spain? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 2 – The Thirteen Colonies and the British Empire, 1607-1754 

 

Directions:  All work is to be hand-written and in your own words. 

As you read the chapter, process and analyze what you read by answering the questions below.  

It is extremely important for you to be able to explain the significance of events and/or their 

relationship to larger concepts and trends. 

 
1) Compare and contrast the English model of colonization to that of the French and Spanish. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) To what extent was the defeat of the Spanish Armada a turning point in American history? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

3) Explain one political and one economic cause for Jamestown’s early economic struggles for survival. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Compare and contrast Jamestown and Plymouth colonies. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

5) Compare and contrast the political development of Virginia to that of New England.  Are they more 

similar or different?  Explain. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6) Identify the major causes for the establishment of slavery in the Western Atlantic World?  Which of 

those was the most significant, why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

7) Compare and contrast the Middle Colonies and Southern Colonies during the Restoration era. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Identify the causes and motivations of the British mercantile system.  Which one is most significant?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 30 – Conservative Resurgence, 1980-2000 

 

Directions:  All work is to be hand-written and in your own words. 

As you read the chapter, process and analyze what you read by answering the questions below.  

It is extremely important for you to be able to explain the significance of events and/or their 

relationship to larger concepts and trends. 

 
1) List and explain three causes of conservative resurgence.  List and explain two reasons conservatives 

were able to establish an electoral majority.  What limited the success of the conservative agenda? 
  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Explain why so many blue collar democrats voted Republican in the election of 1980? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

3) To what extent was Reagan successful in reversing the course of the liberalism of FDR and LBJ?  

Explain with examples. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Explain how the recession of 1982 and the boom of 1983 both support and condemn Reaganomics? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5) Explain how Reagan worked to reach his foreign policy goals.To what extent was Reagan successful in 

reaching his foreign policy goals?  Defend your answer with two specific pieces of evidence 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6) Did Reagan “renew” the Cold War or simply “win” the Cold War?  Explain your view with examples. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

7) Explain the significance of the Berlin Wall coming down in 1989. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Explain why NAFTA was a significant turning point. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English, French, and Spanish Colonies: A Comparison 
 

 The history of colonial North America centers primarily around the struggle of England, France, and Spain to gain 

control of the continent.  Settlers crossed the Atlantic for different reasons, and their governments took different 

approaches to their colonizing efforts.  These differences created both advantages and disadvantages that profoundly 

affected the New World’s fate.   

 France and Spain, for instance, were governed by autocratic sovereigns whose rule was absolute; their colonists went 

to America as servants of the Crown.  The English colonists, on the other hand, enjoyed far more freedom and were able 

to govern themselves as long as they followed English law and were loyal to the king.  In addition, unlike France and 

Spain, England encouraged immigration from other nations, thus boosting its colonial population.  By 1763 the English 

had established dominance in North America, having defeated France and Spain in the French and Indian War.  However, 

those regions that had been colonized by the French or Spanish would retain national characteristics that linger to this day. 
 

 English Colonies French Colonies Spanish Colonies 

 

 

Settlement/Geography 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Population Sources 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Government 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Religion 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Economy 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Population Growth 

 

 

 

   



Thirteen Colonies 

 

New England Colonies 

Colony Year Founded Leader/Founder Government Reasons Founded 

 

 

Massachusetts 

 

 

    

 

 

Connecticut 

 

 

    

 

 

Rhode Island 

 

 

    

 

 

New Hampshire 

 

 

    

 

Middle Colonies 

Colony Year Founded Leader/Founder Government Reasons Founded 

 

 

New York 

 

 

    

 

 

New Jersey 

 

 

    

 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

 

    

 

 

Delaware 

 

 

    



Southern Colonies 

Colony Year Founded Leader/Founder Government Reasons Founded 

 

 

Maryland 

 

 

    

 

 

Virginia 

 

  

    

 

 

South Carolina 

 

 

    

 

 

North Carolina 

 

 

    

 

 

Georgia 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


